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Storrington Museum
Re-opens

Sunday May 9 2010 was truly a red-letter day
in the Museum's history, when its new appear-
ance was revealed to admiring onlookers at a
special Family Fun Day.The formal proceedings
included the cutting of a special tenth anniver-
sary cake by volunteers from the Museum's
founding back in 2000. One of the team, David
Coward, cut the ribbon to open the refur-
bished Museum, commenting as he did so that
at the age of 93 he almost ranked as a museum
piece himself.

A day of celebrations, attended by more than
350 people, provided entertainment for all.
There were a children's play area, traditional
crafts on display, a herbalist and plants. Am-
berley Working Museum and the Weald and
Downland Museum had exhibits. The re-
enactment group were on parade in costume,
and one stall reflected on the last ten years.

Inside the Museum itself, visitors discovered a
completely re-designed permanent exhibition, _
stylishly displayed and lit, and the first tempo-
rary exhibition, 'Storrington's LostWorld',

STORRINGTON & DISTRICT MUSEUM
Preserving Yesterday for Tomorrow

I would like to thank all the members who supported our very successful opening day in whatever
capacity. The Museum is a hive of activity these days, and visitor numbers are well up on last
year. Since the the re-opening, the Museum has attended four outside events, to enable us to interact
with the local community on different levels and gain new members to the Society. The Stewards'
Lunch, which was held in my garden this year, was blessed with beautiful weather and, as always,
the food provided by the Committee and Members was superb. I would like to thank everybody for
the beautiful basket of flowers which was presented to me.

Above:
(Top) David Coward,
his wife Joan (left)
and Meg Everitt,
Museum Chair, at
the re-opening.
(Below) A detail
from the new
displays.

There have been queries about the apparent name change of the Museum. Let me explain what
has happened. In our new publicity, Storrington Musemn is associated with the South Downs. Tins
has been done to further one of our major goals, to get more people into the MUSemll, by riding on
the back of the enthusiasm for the new South Downs National Park. The name of the Storringtoll &
District Museum Society remains unchanged.



The Washington Boundary
Robin Milner-Gullandl Research
Professor, University of Sussex,
describes a new discovery

This is a story of how you can make a discov-
ery by not quite following the proper path, by
putting two and two together and noticing
what we all had right under our noses, unre-
marked and unrecorded. The story continues.

Below: the bank
marking the old
Washington
boundary

One day in the early 2000s my wife, our dog
and I were taking advantage of fine late-
summer weather to make our way from
Washington village via Rowdell to a terrace on
the side of the Downs above Barns Farm,
Sullington, where we looked forward to a lei-
surely picnic with friends. The crops had been
taken off the fields, and so instead of going as
usual by the bridle path (an ancient highway)
north of the two fields called Rowdell Holt, we
dodged inland to the headland of the second
field, under the wooded scarp. Just before
turning up the track onto the Downs,we clam-
bered over a massiveearth bank with remains
of a hedge on top, a good 15 feet wide and at
least four feet high.

The whole thing struck me as slightly odd:
this bank dwindled in height as it flattened out
towards the bridle path, losing its hedgerow,
so as to be unnoticeable by the time the path
was reached and left no trace in the plough-
land on the other side. That was evidently why
we hadn't seen it before. I made a connection
in my head: wasn't this where the Washington
parish boundary should run? On getting home
I checked on maps: the answer was yes. When
I investigated further, I found there were
eroded traces of the bank running up the
steep, scrub-covered hill onto the Downs:
clearly this was no ordinary field-bank, and it
seemed that though once so large it had not
been maintained for a long time - probably
centuries.

Much further exploration followed, rendered
difficult by brambles, barbed wire and private
gardens. Because of weeds it could only be
satisfactorily done in winter. To cut the story
short, I found traces of a former bank, some-
times substantial, at many points all round the
former Washington boundary, before various
changeshad been made in it from the late 19th

century on; its line is helpfully given in the
'Washington' article of the Victoria County
History of Sussex.These traces are marked on
the sketch-map here. Of course the bank was
often eroded by weather or rabbit activity;
sometimes soil had piled up so as to make it
one-sided; sometimes it was even hollowed
(presumably if a side-ditch had become a wa-
tercourse), sometimes only a 'footprint' could
be detected. There were doubtful places, but
it was mostly unambiguous. The best and
longest stretch, often in a wooded 'shaw', was
on the Downs behind Windlesham; over
Chanctonbury, by contrast, I could not detect
any remains.

Clearly these remains were demarcating the
original parish; but perhaps they were demar-
cating something older still, an Anglo-Saxon
estate. There was nothing odd about this: it
seems clear most pre-Conquest parishes fol-
lowed estate boundaries that may indeed
have gone backto Romantimes. Thiswe know
from the strange fact that Anglo-Saxon rulers
as a matter of course drew up elaborate docu-
ments ('Charters') when land changed hands.
Some 840 survive, though often in later cop-
ies. They generally include (as well as an
apocalyptic Latin sermon!) a tour round the
estate boundary, giving the main landmarks in



Old English. Washington, quite unusually, has
two charters, from 947 and 963, independent
of each other. Two charter place-names men-
tioned survive into modern times - Ramsdean
and Biggen Holt - and with some sleuthing
and guess-work it is possible to reconstruct
the others, even if approximately.

I thought this discovery should be published.
As an academic I am used to writing articles,
but this was far outside my usual fields of
study. I tried to find out all I could about par-
ish boundaries, their significance through his-
tory, the ways they had been marked. At first,
naively, I assumed such banks were normal,
despite the fact that there is virtually nothing
in the literature on ancient earthworks about
them. They aren't, however. Most parish
boundaries are marked by streams, old roads,
field edges, trees, standing stones etc., and at
Rogationtide there would have to be a circum-
ambulation to remind inhabitants - specially
the young - where they went. The upshot was
that I wrote an article that came out in 'Sussex
Archaeological Collections' with the indispen-
sable help of several specialists, notably Pro-
fessor Richard Coates, colleague and place-
name expert; it dealt with the charter evi-
dence aswell asthe bank.

This was a rather odd bit of archaeology: not a
spade was stuck into the soil [at some point a
transect of the bank will have to be made,
though the chance of turning up datable, or
even interesting finds is not great]. I calcu-
lated, partly on the evidence of a modern
grave-digger, that to construct a 10-km stretch
of such a bank would take some 25,000 man-
days - and the Washington boundary is more
than twice that length. Why (and how, and
when) could such great effort have been put
into such an apparently pointless enterprise?
- the bank, big as it was, could not have been
an effective defensive operation (against
whom, anyhow?). It seemsjust to have been a
territorial marker.

These questions and others remain to be an-
swered - and on-the-ground observation
might help answer them. In particular, people
taking country walks that cross parish bound-
ary lines - unfortunately not shown on recent
'Pathfinder' OSmaps - could look out for how
they are demarcated: I'd love to hear of any
more such banks in this part of the world!
[email meatrrm24@sussex.ac.uk]. Old maps,

made before the Downs were comprehen-
sively ploughed up during and after the Sec-
ond World War, are helpful. I had a memora-
ble day in the National Archive at Kew examin-
ing the manuscript 'Boundary Remark Books',
made by Ordnance NCOsin the 1870swith the
express purpose of delineating parish bounda-
ries, noting their state, with the help of local
'meresmen'.

Though so many questions remain unan-
swered, I had a subsequent insight into when
the Washington bank may have been made. It
owes much to a discussion with Professor
John Blair of Queen's College, Oxford, a lead-
ing Anglo-Saxon expert. John Blair agrees the
bank seems to be of Anglo-Saxon origin, but
pointed out that it is curious that the charters
don't mention its existence, since it would
have been an obvious landmark. Maybe it
arose after 963? I remembered that the recipi-
ent of the land in 963 was none other than
Aethelwold, a notably active and self-
confident figure from the period, who had just
been made Bishopof Winchester - thus a man
with considerable power and financial re-
sources. He could well have wished to stamp
his territorial ambitions on the landscape:
Blair concurred with this. But after a few years
Aethelwold swapped Washington for some
territory in the Midlands. It may be that his
team of labourers never got round to com-
pletin$ some sections of the bank, notably
over Chanctonbury. Only a theory, mind - but
you read it here first! Meanwhile, note that
there is no legal protection of this remarkable
monument - indeed two gaps were fairly re-
cently made in it to allow the passageup on to
the Downs of oil-drilling equipment ...

Below: A bevy of
spinners at the Fam-
ily Fun Day
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Above: A case from
the current exhibition
on Storrington's Lost
World at the Museum

Right: The village of
Thakeham with the
White Lion pub on the
right-hand side of the
street. during a con-
vivial evening here
CM.G. was inspired
to write and Valda
produced the only
paper available from
the ladies' toilet. In a
matter of minutes
CM.G. wrote the
poem 'Milk-Wort and
Bog-Cotton' .

I soon found the thatched cottage, where Valda Trev-
Iyn opened the door to my knock. I fell in love at once
with this lovely Cornish girl who later became the
poet's second wife, and together we went in search
of Chris. We located him in 'The White Lion' playing
shove-ha'penny with Sussex yeomen who had
dropped in for their pint on the way home from work.
Chris, to my delight, looked in perfect health and was
writing hard.

Famous Residents No. 10
John Manson on Hugh MacDiarmid and
the Grieves in Thakekam

When the Grieves left London they could
scarcely have anticipated the range of writers
and intellectuals already living in the area.
They knew Victor Neuburg, proprietor of the
Vine Pressin Steyning; A.L.Morton at Steyning
Grammar School (later author of A People's
History of England); J. Lionel Grant from Stor-
rington who wrote Male and Female, 'a novel,
founded on part of the life of D.H Lawrence',
and Roy Armstrong from Heath Common.
MacDiarmid's stay at Coates was always inse-
cure as he depended on occasional small
cheques from magazines. The situation beca
me more desperate in August. Their son was
born on 28 July, and Valda had to stay in the
nursing home for some weeks longer than
expected. He ran into arrears with his rent.
They moved to Edinburgh at a date still not
known, and MacDiarmid begin work on The
Free Man, a weekly journal advocating Scot-
tish nationalism and Social Credit. With the
help of Roy Armstrong, his affairs in Sussex
were settled by a man known as 'Michael',
who also signed himself 'A.R.DuyVinecomf.

Hugh MacDiarmid (Christopher Murray Grieve
1892-1978) was the outstanding figure in the
twentieth century Scottish Renaissance. Al-
though his status rests mainly on poetry, he
was also the author of creative prose, essays
and polemics. The greatest imaginative force
in Scotland at the time, he absorbed from and
fed back into the worlds of art, music, history,
language, philosophy and economics as well
as imaginative literature. On 14 March 1932

Hugh Macdiarmid and Valda Tr;vlyn left 63/4
Chancery Lane, London, and went to Cootes,
Thakeham. He had been voted off the board
of the Unicorn Presswhere he had been a di-
rector for six months. Now he subleased a
cottage from Count Geoffrey Potocki de Mont-
alk, pretender to the throne of Poland, who 1\

. -I
was at the time in Wormwood Scrubs for it i \.-
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seekingto publish obscene poems. .i'
, . i

The stay at Cootes of over five months was • .T' .
very fruitful, and nearly all Scots Unbound a~d 11 "",. r
other Poems was written there. Helen CrUlk-~.
shank was the only Scottish visitor to Thake-
ham at this time. In her contribution to
MacDiarmid, a Festschrift she recorded:
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