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It is now almost a year since Sue Chiswell left Storrington to go and live in the West Country. We at the 
Museum miss her very much; she was our Education Officer - a post yet to be filled. After discussions with 
local schools  she had the idea of creating a "return" of Elizabeth 1. Sue, who is  a superb dressmaker and 
needlewoman, researched Tudor costume and visited charity and fabric shops  to resource materials for the 
dress which I was to wear when we visited schools. As it took shape I was summoned to have fittings and 
watched as the beautiful dress came into being. As I put it on I felt the role of that great  lady, Elizabeth Tudor, 
developing within me. I was avidly reading everything I could about her and about 16th century history. I also 
visited Fox and Son of Covent Garden, the theatrical make-up people, for their advice. Pearl necklaces  and 
earrings were also acquired and Sue found a lovely pomander in a charity shop to complete the outfit. 

The Queen made her 
debut at  Thakeham 
School. The previous 
day I had visited   the 
hairdressers and had my 
hair wound on very 
small curlers, brushed 
out and then a bright 
orange dye was sprayed, 
followed by a brown one 
- it looked good! On the 
morning of the visit to 
Thakeham, Sue picked 
me up  in her  car with 
the dress in the back 
seat; the dress  plus one 
large suitcase and three 
skirts carefully laid 
out.took up all the space  
 
On reaching the school 
we were admitted 
secretly so that the 
children should not see 
us. Sue was my lady-
in-waiting and, once 
we  were dressed, (it 

takes about 20 minutes) 
we were accompanied by 
the children, some 
dressed as pages, to the 
school hall. I had 
wondered  how long the 
c h i l d r e n  c o u l d 
concentrate in a question-
and-answer session but I 
need not have worried 
because, after an hour and 
twenty minutes, we had to 
stop for lunch. The 
children were in awe  of  
Her Majesty but they 
seemed to have enjoyed 
it. Other visits followed 
this one. 
 
A year later Ron Ham 
entered us for the 
Thornberry Award prize 
which we won. This 
enabled us to purchase a 
wig which was much 
better than curling and 

dying my hair. Parham 
contacted us  and asked 
if we would work there 
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in a schools programme they were developing. We agreed and worked there over the next two years. It was a 
great privilege to be able to create Elizabeth in such a wonderful, authentic setting. 
 
A royal ghost?
One morning when I was up in the long gallery  awaiting the arrival of the first group of children I discovered 
a jackdaw behind a blocked-up fireplace. He was making a fearful racket so I requested his removal as I knew 
that the children would be distracted. When the gardeners arrived with a huge net they almost froze to the 
spot. There is a legend that Queen Elizabeth's ghost walks the gallery and, for a moment, they thought  I was 
the ghost ! 
This is a good point at which to mention  another local  Tudor great house; Cowdray, now a ruin but at last 
open to public view again.  
 
Cowdray Park  This spring marked another milestone  in Elizabeth's appearences. The ruin has been  made 
secure and visitors can again walk through  and imagine what this beautiful building would have looked like in 
its heyday. Henry VIII and Elizabeth both visited  Cowdray. For the official opening the Queen, accompanied 
by two ladies-in-waiting, formed one of the groups taking part in the  re-enactment. The day started with a 
procession through the town. The Queen and her ladies-in-waiting rode in a carriage drawn by two  
magnificent horses through the streets of Midhurst which were lined by hundreds of  people. We spent the rest 
of the day in "state" resting in the ruins, with Tudor minstrels playing for our entertainment. 
 
I firmly believe that teaching history through drama is a good way to get children interested in the subject. 
Running ad hoc question and answer sessions  is challenging but great fun. If I do not know the answer to a 
question, I tell the child I cannot remember, but I will get the answer to them. That seems to sort it out.  
 
I love doing Elizabeth and I hope she will continue  to make many appearances in the future, to promote and 
raise funds for our Museum. 

.
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..........spent many years compiling his "Millennium  
of Facts in the History of Horsham" Here we look at 
the chapter he called"The Labourers' Distress and  
Rioting - 1830 - 36". 

He begins  by summarising the causes of the 
unrest that led to many farmworkers losing their 
liberty or even their lives; some imprisoned or 
"transported" to Australia. The aftermath of the 
wars with France saw a fall in the number of jobs, 
rising prices of corn and the increasing use of 
machinery  that led to Luddite-type  smashing of the 
new  labour-saving  farm inventions. As income 
from parish relief fell and the cost of living rose, the 
labourers began to assemble in large numbers and 
five years of "mobbing" began. 
 
Machine-smashing and rick-firing became every 
day occurrences  all over Kent, Sussex and parts of 
Surrey. .........At Eastbourne three fires were 

burning at the same time in the stack yards of 
farmers in the neighbourhood. .........Fires were less 
frequent in Horsham; not  because the labourers 
were better off and had less need of improved 
conditions of life, but because people here 
generally, tradesmen, farmers and those who may 
be called the middle classes, expressed and 
exercised a genuine sympathy with the labourers 
and their aims. Whilst the magistrates were 
everywhere endeavouring to prevent the workers 
from holding meetings, with severe sentences at 
the Quarter Sessions, the tradesmen and middle 
classes of Horsham upheld the labourers' cause 
and refused, in a body, more than once, to be 
sworn in as special constables for the purpose of 
repressing them. 
 
Though apparently very noble and courageous, the 
better-off may well have been influenced by  other 

WWILLIAM ALBERRY
Saddler, musician and Sussex historian
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factors; fear of the "mobs", their own demands 
that tithes be reduced, and that they were the main 
contributors to parish rates. But refusal to enlist as 
"specials" incurred a crippling fine. Soon the 
struggle took on two diametrically opposite forms - 
political and criminal. The first involved some 700 
people in Horsham forming a branch of the 
National Political Union whose aim was to better 
the conditions of working people; the second, the 
infamous gangs that were to haunt Sussex for 
years afterwards. The mobs used intimidation to 
enlist support; if they found a man working they 
would take his tools and force him to join them. 
 
A hoop-shaver named Robinson, at Itchingfield, 
was one day at work when he heard the mobbers 
coming. He knew that he would have to go with 
them if they found him ...............He climbed up on 
the roof of his shed and lay hidden there, hoping 
to escape their notice. "Where's old Jack 
Robinson?" asked the mobbers. "He aint  far," 
said one, "Here's his jacket! Let's cut his shed 
down!" 
 
He joined! A crowd numbering about 1,500 
marched on Horsham on 18th. of November 1830. 
They boldly entered the homes of magistrates and 
even called on Sir Timothy Shelley at Field Place. 

Old Sir Timothy, then about 80 years of age, 
received his share of the rioters with that 
generosity for which he was famed: he gave them 
plenty to eat and some good stiff ale to drink. 
Allowing the stingo time to work, the old 
gentleman then addressed them, wishing them 
well, hoping for better  times, etc. "You shall 
come!" shouted one of them striking the table 
with his stick. Lady Shelley was much alarmed 
and cried,"Pray don't hurt Sir Timothy!" "We 
won't hurt he!" they replied,  "but we will have 
our demands!" 
 
So Sir Timothy, with the vicar,  and many 
magistrates, were marched to the Church  where an 
"informal discussion" took place. Under duress it 
was agreed that wages should rise to 2/6d. per day 
and tithes to be cut by one tenth. 
 
After the meeting was over some threatened to 
burn the vicar in the church ; others, more 
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daring, went to houses nearby and demanded fuel 
for that purpose. 

The winter of 1830 saw the greatest number of 
accused ever and required 60 magistrates to deal with 
the accused. 
 
Over 60 were tried; 10 were sentenced each to  14 
years  transportation, 17 to 7 years . many, less 
unlucky, received sentences of from 3 months to 3 
years hard labour ............ Three men and three 
boys,  each 15 years of age, were sentenced to 
transportation for life; one for stealing empty 
bottles,one for stealing a pair of shoes, the other for 
stealing a pocket handkerchief, but they had 
previous convictions. Arson was still a capital 
offence  ..........often commuted to transportation for 
life. There had been no case of capital punishment 
for arson in Horsham for over 40 years but now the 
judges, with the old belief in the efficacy of heavy 
punishments,  were again inflicting  the full penalty 
and it was not long before the first fatal victim of 
the agricultural rioting  paid for  it with his life in 
front of Horsham Gaol.  
 
Public executions  were often the scenes for public 
approval or other wise, and parents often took their 
children along for the spectacle. On New Year's 
Day,1831,  Edmund Bushby was to suffer the full 
punishment for firing a hayrick. 
 
Along the dirty roads leading to Horsham long 
before daylight, large numbers of labourers were 
trudging to Horsham to witness Bushby's execution, 
By eleven o'clock there were over 1,000 outside the 
gaol...................He was a strong young man, over 6 
feet tall and full of vigour but meanly dressed in a 
short, round frock, packing trousers and half boots. 
Three or four privileged persons approached him 
and shook hands with him, saying, "God bless 
y o u ! "  t o  w h i c h  h e  h e a r t i l y 
responded ......................."I hope none of my friends 
will share my  unhappy fate; Lord have mercy on 
my soul!" 
 
Saddest of all was the fate of one George Wren, of 
Uckfield Workhouse where he had lived since a child. 
Accused of arson at the age of 17, he was sentenced 
to be hanged. His boot imprint had been found near 
the rick and this was sufficient to hang him despite 
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The Storrington & District Museum Society 
now has its own website, namely :- www.Storringtonmuseum.org upon which we can keep members updated 
regarding our activities and associated functions. 

T

the fact that it might have been  made when he was helping to put the fire out. Many years later, at 
Brighton, a dying man confessed to having fired the rick. He, like Wren, had lived at  Uckfield Workhouse 
and had borrowed Wren's boots  before firing the hayrick. 
As the poor victim hung on the scaffold, in the midday sun, his face towards Denne Hill, it was observed 
by the crowd that a  robin came and settled on his shoulder. It was driven off but in a moment  or two 
returned and settled on the same spot. E.P.B. 

Museum Society Committee:- 
Chairman: Meg Everitt (Contact No. 01903 745051 ) 
Secretary: Kate Wise 
Treasurer: John Wharmby 
Programme Secretary: Pauline Archibald 
Membership Secretary: Jean MacWhirter 
Education Officer: Vacancy 
Web Master: Michael Leeming 
Members: Philip Beaumont,  Patricia Colebrook,    
Trish Cook,  Gena Grenney,   Michael Taylor, Cindy 
Waters, & Helen Whittle. 
Curator: Gina Wilmshurst (Contact No. 01903 892210) 
Archivist:-  Mrs Joan Ham 
 

Future Activities:- 
Dec 10. 

 “The Good Old Bad Old Days” by Chris Hare. 
Dec.21 
 Christmas Supper (Contact 01798813987 ) 
Jan. 14 
“The Wealden Iron Industry” by Jeremy Hodgkinson 
Feb. 11 
 The Weald & Downland Open Air Museum. 
March 10 
 AGM & Members’ Evening -Admission free. 

F i i i
Future Exhibitions:- 

Sept. - Dec.:    Remembrance - A Local Tribute:
Jan - Mar.: “All Our Yesterdays”  
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Curator’s Corner 
The Remembrance exhibition was well visited 
and was given good coverage in the County 
Times. 
New window blinds have arrived and will soon 
be in place; likewise the new window display 
which will be a feature of the public display of 
the museum. 
Our future aim is to transfer all our data on to 
computer files for easy access for the public but 
this will consume precious time and labour; so if 
there are any members who could assist in this 
project would they please let me know. 
Our Local Family History Day was a huge 
success, partly due to its being advertised on our 
web-site. Many visitors were ex-residents, some 
coming from parts many miles away. Hence 
your committee has decided to hold another 
Family History Day next year but widening its 
scope. 
One important feature was the availability of 
some of our records not usually open to visitors 
on normal days. The amount of work involved 
for our archivist in the confined space available 
does her credit and underwrites our need for a 
real, and spacious, office. 
Until then, viewing of our files can be arranged 
by phoning me on 01903 892210.  
 Gina Wilmshurst 
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The Committee of

The Storrington & District Museum Society
wish all our members

A Peaceful Christmas and A Happy New Year

EDITORIAL TEAM
Copy Editor: E. P. Beaumont • Production Editor: J. S. Wharmby
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