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STORRINGTON & DISTRICT MUSEUM 
Preserving Yesterday for Tomorrow 

Times Past 

Storrington celebrated the completion of the Old 
School Project with an exhibition weekend on the sec-
ond and third of November. This was to share with 
former pupils and the community the work that had 
been completed during this 12 month project.  
 
Project volunteers spent a busy Friday putting the ex-
hibition together and were rewarded for their hard 
work when over 200 visitors, many of them former 
pupils, came to see the display. Sponsored by the Heri-
tage Lottery Fund, the project volunteers had uncov-
ered original building plans with additional designs 
from the turn of the century. Cliff Wilks, museum vol-
unteer, made an excellent miniature model of the 
school from 1930s building designs, forming a fantastic 
centre piece which will remain in Storrington Museum. 
Admission registers (1875-1912) and a whole host of 
information including letters and photos were all on 
view as were full-size images of the Rev. George Faith-
ful and the school’s last headmaster, Cecil Waller. A 

Victorian classroom was recreated at the far end of 
the main hall, and we were very grateful for all the 
former pupils who helped us with our research, 
through our regular pupil drop-in sessions and written 
memories of their school days which were all on dis-
play.  
 
The home-made refreshments were such a success 
that the catering team had to produce a fresh batch of 
baking for the second day. 
 
On Wednesday 6 November the children from Stor-
rington First School and their orchestra attended a 
church service at St Mary’s church celebrating the his-
tory of the school. We are also grateful to Garry Smart 
(head teacher) and to the Rev. Malcolm Acheson for 
organising this event. Over 120 children and staff then 
visited the Old School to see the exhibition.  
 
We plan to put all our research into a book. With the 

Stuart Duncan on the Completed Old School Project 
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school memories already provided, it will 
make a great read but there is still time 
to be involved with your memories 
which will bring this book alive. A collec-
tion of photographs and other reading 
material will be placed on the walls of 
the Old School as a permanent exhibi-
tion and a reminder of our heritage. 
 
Next year we will organise a school reun-
ion and if you haven’t already been in 
touch contact us on 01903 740188 or 
email  

storringtonmuseum@hotmail.co.uk 
 
I would like to thank my project volun-
teers and helpers and to everyone who 
came to make this a true community 
exhibition. It was great to hear your 
memories and reunite those who hadn’t 
seen each other for many years. 
 

 

Malcolm Linfield discovers the Revd Joseph Dixon of Sullington 

At a recent sale of old books I stumbled across a 
shabby little volume of poetry, but what caught my 
eye was an apparent connection with the parish of 
Sullington. Entitled The Figured Mantle, and the Bridal 
Day, Legendary Tales, with Other Poems, the book is 
anonymous, although there is a cryptic clue on the 
title page: it was ‘by a Sussex Clergyman’. However, I 
soon discovered the missing information in a hand-
written inscription on the inside cover: ‘Katherine 
Bisshopp, From the Author the Revd. Joseph Dixon, 
Sullington’. Also knowing that the Bisshopp family 
were previous owners of Parham House, I decided to 
buy the slim volume and do some investigating. At 
only £2 there was little to lose! Once home I first con-
sulted Joan Ham’s book on Sullington. Sure enough, 
Joseph Dixon came to Sullington in 1795 as the new 
rector, where he remained until his death in 1824. 

Further searching has revealed the following: Joseph 
privately published his Figured Mantle in 1811, which 
includes his ‘Eulogy on the death of Mr Pitt’, originally 
published in the Gentleman’s Magazine in 1806. He 
certainly had an interesting life: born in 1756, he was 
the son of Richard Dixon, an eminent London builder, 

but in 1778 the family suffered a bitter blow when 
Richard was made bankrupt. Joe helped to support the 
family by working as a draftsman in the Tower Draw-
ing Office at the Tower of London, whilst his younger 
brother, George, was apprenticed to a surgeon. In 
1780 Joe drew up a plan of Hugh Garrison on one of 
the Scilly Isles, on a scale of one inch to about 200 
feet, good enough to be published by an impressed 
government. In 1783 he was employed by an old 
friend of his father, the Marquess of Exeter, to draw 
up various building plans, for which he was paid £10. 

Joe’s spiritual awakening and his desire to become an 
Anglican priest presented a challenge to the family as 
he would have to attend university for four years, 
which would be expensive. It wasn’t until after his fa-
ther’s death and George had achieved his dream of 
becoming a surgeon, that Joe was able to go up to St 
John’s College, Cambridge, in 1786 as a 
‘pensioner’ (one who pays for his own room and 
board). Awarded his BA in 1790, although the equiva-
lent of what we would now call the ‘wooden spoon’, 
he was deaconed in the diocese of Lincoln by Bishop 
Pretyman at Lincoln Cathedral. His first curacy was at 
the Church of St Cecilia the Virgin, in Adstock, Bucks, 
at a stipend of 30 pounds.  

 Jean Waller in front of a photograph of her father, Cecil Waller,  
the Old School’s final headmaster 

A serendipitous booksale 

An interesting life 

 Seeing the light 
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The family’s financial difficulties were miraculously 
reversed in 1809 when Joe and his brother George 
inherited a fortune in the will of a wealthy London 
cordwainer, William Williams, by virtue of an obscure 
family connection. 

Joe Dixon married Ann Partridge in 1792 at Hammer-
smith. Ann was the daughter of the notorious publican 
Henrietta Partridge, at whose pub, the Castle Inn in 
Slough, 19 customers died from food poisoning in 
1773 (the turtle soup was off). On October 24 1794 
Joe was presented by Nathaniel Tredcroft to the rec-
tory and parish of Sullington. He waited until the fol-
lowing June before arriving with his heavily pregnant 
wife, not surprisingly perhaps, as the church hadn’t 
been used for decades and the rectory was in a consid-
erable state of disrepair. They moved into a house in 
Storrington, and Ann soon gave birth to their first 
child, William, who was baptised at Sullington on July 
28 1795. It was the first event at the church for 70 
years, but it took another eight years before the family 
were able to move into the rectory.  

Joe’s brother, now Dr George Dixon, also moved to the 
area with his wife and took a house in West Chilting-
ton. George invented an antibilious pill, and the two 
brothers set up a cottage industry to manufacture the 
pills in Storrington. ‘Dixon’s Pills’ became a well-known 
brand throughout the empire and continued to be 
produced in Storrington for the rest of the century. Joe 
and Ann had three more sons, two of whom survived 
to adulthood, Henry (born 1798) and Frederick (born 
1799). The eldest, William, joined the Army as a young 
man, becoming a Captain in the Royal Artillery. Henry 
was to enter the church, and became a curate under 

his father at Sullington. He also served 
as curate to the Rev George Palmer, 
who succeeded his father, and eventu-
ally became Vicar of St Andrew’s, Fer-
ring. Frederick Dixon (d. 1849) became a 
doctor, and after leaving Guy’s Hospital-
practised in Worthing, where he 
founded the Worthing Dispensary in 
1829, forerunner of Worthing Hospital. 
But he was also a notable geologist, pa-
laeontologist and early dinosaur hunter, 
and his pioneering book on the ‘Geology 
of Sussex’ appeared soon after his death 
from cholera in 1850.  

So much for the Dixon family and their interesting con-
nection with our local area, all ‘discovered’ on the 
whim of buying a book of poetry! But what of the per-
son to whom the book is dedicated, Katherine 
Bisshopp? She is another interesting character in her 
own right. Daughter and co-heir  of Sir Cecil Bisshopp, 
8th Baronet, Katherine Annabella Bisshopp was born 
at Parham in 1791. Interestingly, Katherine kept a di-
ary of life at Parham House, which she began in 1808, 
with intermittent entries until 1812, and then with 
more regular entries until 1834. Among other things, 
she apparently recorded her ‘impressions and 
sketches of people’, and I can only wonder whether 
her encounter with the Rev Joseph Dixon merited such 
an entry! No doubt they must have met at some social 
occasion, where the conversation probably drifted to 
their mutual love of poetry or writing. After Joe had 
his book published in 1811, he presented a signed  
copy to the young lady, perhaps hoping to impress her 
with his poetical skills. In 1826, Katherine married Vice
-Admiral Sir George Richard Brooke-Pechell, 4th Bar-
onet of Castle Goring. She died in 1871. 
 
My curiosity impels me to seek out Katherine 
Bisshopp’s diary, now safely preserved at the West 
Sussex Record Office, but before I do I feel I should at 
least make the effort to read Joe’s book of poetry! It is 
interesting to observe that between 1795, when Joe 
began his ministry at Sullington, and 1928, on the 
death of Henry Palmer, there were only three rectors 
at Sullington. The place remains an oasis of tranquil-
lity, still with its beautiful little church and the old rec-
tory, now a private house, and the imposing view of 
the South Downs.  

 

Marriage and Sullington 

Dixon’s Pills 

 

 Who was Katherine Bisshopp? 
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Since July there have been two exhibitions at the Mu-
seum. Both were surprising, ‘Quirky Collections’ in the 
variety and originality of the collections offered by our 
friends and members, and ‘It’s a Small World’ in the 
fantastic detail and skill of execution displayed by 
members of Horsham Dolls’ House Society. The next 
exhibition, beginning on Saturday 11 January, will be 
‘Transport–a moving story’, drawing on our archive of 
local photos, documents and memorabilia. 
 
In the summer Museum members had the chance to 
visit Coultershaw Beam Pump, which supplied water 
to Petworth House and town by pumping it uphill for 
two miles, together with part of the Wey and Arun 
Canal and the old Rother Valley Railway. We enjoyed a  
walk around Amberley with Graham Joseph, and an-
other through Storrington with Richard Shenton de-
spite  dreadful weather. 
 
We held three winter talks on Monday evenings in the 
Old School. ‘Witches, Warlocks and Wellingtons’, given 
by Janet Pennington, concerned ritual protection of 
homes by charms, signs, and tokens ranging from ear-
liest times to the twentieth century, and was delivered 
with Janet’s customary aplomb! The next was about 
Bignor Roman villa and given by Lisa Tupper, a descen-
dant of the man who uncovered the Roman remains in 
1811. Lisa described the whole sequence of building, 
embellishing, abandonment, and subsequent rediscov-
ery and growth as a museum right through to the de-

mands of the present day in financing and general 
maintenance. The last talk was about recent archae-
ology in Church Street. Mark Williams told us that 
three stages could be identified—early Medieval (pre 
Conquest), Medieval (11th and 12th centuries, around 
the time the Church was built), and late Medieval (up 
to the early 16th century). Though little remained, the 
soil showed there had been dwellings and activity in 
this area before the centre of population moved to the 
High Street and Market area. 
 
We had a lovely Stewards’ lunch in Pauline Archibald’s 
garden last July, and look forward to the annual Mem-
bers’ Lunch in January. Stephen and Christine Turrell 
produced yet another lively and fast-moving quiz in 
October, and another is planned for next March. Fi-
nally, the Pro-Am Art Show and Sale was held in No-
vember, with many fine paintings to view and to buy. 
 
In January the talk will be ‘Sir John Gage: the rise of a 
Tudor courtier’ by Helen Poole, and in February 
‘Operation Sealion, the projected invasion of Britain’ 
by Mark Perry Nash. After the AGM in March Meg 
Everitt will describe Queen Elizabeth I and her pro-
gresses. At most Museum events coffee, lunch and 
teas are for sale—all homemade and of the highest 
quality. Indeed there are many people who deserve 
our thanks for all their voluntary hard work. Without 
them our Museum would not survive. 

Museum News from Mary Wilson 
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Yes, 1863 saw the birth of the Pulborough, Storrington 
and Steyning railway – well, in theory anyway. It was 
never built, of course, but some tantalising souvenirs 
remain. Old photographs of School Hill show adver-
tisements, and the hanging sign, for the Railway Inn—
there’s (premature) entrepreneurship for you—and 
we have a series of maps outlining the proposed line 
of the railway. 
 
The whole line is detailed on a delightful hand-drawn 
map showing the branch off at Steyning, swinging past 
Whole Street (sic), across the north of Heath Common, 
and Sullington Common, through Storrington—and 
here it is a little vague on detail exactly how and 
when—then curving back through Cootham Common, 
crossing the A283 (twice) and the River Chilt (again no 
details), before twisting sharply back to join the exist-
ing line. 
 
A second almost identical map—also original and hand
-drawn—has a few names but adds nothing to our 
knowledge. Someone has made a careful tracing of 
these maps and added many additional names, but it 
goes nowhere towards helping us with such questions 
as: 

 Where would the station be at Storrington? 
 How would it affect the School Hill/Fryern Road 
 crossroads? 
 The line crosses up to 20 roads and lanes – would 
 each one have a level crossing? 
 
The answer to the first of these may be deduced from 
another map, again hand-drawn and coloured, on a 
much larger scale (the fashionable 5.83 chains to the 
inch or that’s how I calculate it!). This only runs from 
Heath Common to Cootham and has some interesting 
points. For example, the line appears to go straight 
through the Thakeham Union crossroads (now Rydon), 
before taking the whole length of Sullington Common 
to approach the top of School Hill. Intriguingly, the 
solution appears to be a “Road Deviation” but I’ll be 
blowed if I can see how it works! To complicate things, 
this is presumably where the station would be, hence 
the Railway Inn. 
 
And then, of course, does any of it matter since it was 
never built, so no 150th Celebrations – and Beeching 
would have been sure to have closed it down anyway! 
 
 
 

 

The Railway Sesquicentenary that never was 
Ian Ferguson on the Pulborough, Storrington and Steyning line 
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Gena Grenney talks to Mary Wilson 

Georgina Mary Grenney (née Green), great-
grandmother, long-standing local resident and Mu-
seum volunteer, was born in 1931 at Meadow Lea in 
Stream Lane, Nutbourne, and was Christened at Par-
ham Church. Gena’s father and his brother had a mar-
ket garden at West Chiltington where they grew vege-
tables, soft fruit, apples and plums, and reared pigs for 
bacon. This business had been started by Gena’s 
grandfather, William Henry Green, who came from 
Brighton. He had a greengrocer’s round with horse 
and cart in the Billingshurst area and also sold at 
Steyning and Pulborough markets. Soon after Gena 
was born the family moved to Laurel Cottage in East 
Street, West Chiltington. Her father died in the late 
sixties, but her mother lived on until 2011 when she 
died at the age of one hundred and five. 
 

Gena began school at the age of four at West Chilting-
ton School in 1935, thereby qualifying for the George 
V Jubilee mug. Shortly afterwards the family moved 
into a brand new cottage that had running water, elec-
tricity, and the luxury of a proper bathroom. Gena also 
helped on the greengrocery round, staggering along 
with a 40 pound basket of vegetables.   
 
From her time at school Gena vividly remembers the 
evacuees, some of whom came from the London 
slums and were dirty, poorly clothed and had nits.  
One of the teachers, Mrs. Wallace, who came with the 
evacuees, stayed on in West Chiltington after the war. 
 
Another memory is that the road went right through 
the army camp at Monkmead – there were no barri-
cades. There was no air-raid warning system - if the 

 

Left: can you identify Gena in 
this school photograph? It 
should not be difficult! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below: Gena’s grandfather 
with his horse and cart 
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wind was right they might hear the Horsham siren, or 
the Storrington one, but they always heard the planes 
taking off from Coolham on their missions. 
 
Gena’s father’s work – producing food – was a re-
served occupation. He was also in the Auxilliary Fire 
Service. Mr.Mant was in charge and Gena remembers 
him as always jolly.  
 
In 1942 Gena went to Rydon Secondary School after 
sitting the Eleven-plus exam. So many passed to go to 
Horsham High (for the girls) and Midhurst Grammar 
(for the boys) that candidates had to sit another exam 
at Pulborough. She was too petrified by this develop-
ment to do well and so went to Rydon.  
 
Gena hated the public showers at Rydon and was no 
good at sports or gym (but liked history and geogra-
phy. Children came to Rydon from Ashington, Findon, 
Pulborough and Amberley, as well as Thakeham, West 
Chiltington and Storrington. It was a state of the art 
school with a science lab, art room, woodwork room, 
gym, and domestic science room. Cooking was easy – 
not so easy was getting things like lentil soup home on 
her bike! 
 
Gena left school when she was 14, and worked in the 
family’s market garden for a while before going to Col. 
Balfour’s at The Old Rectory to work under the cook.  
Unfortunately the cook left after a fortnight, leaving 
Gena in charge, cooking for the Balfours and preparing 
separate meals for the nursery. Sometimes she did not 
get away before 11 p.m. having started at 8 a.m., all 
for 15 shillings per week. Her father had to meet her 
when she was late because she was so nervous of 
passing by the churchyard! 
 
She left the Balfours and until she married took a 
housework job in the mornings and worked again in 
the family’s fields in the afternoon. 
 
Gena met Jim because of the weather. Jim worked for 
Southdown Buses and being single, was sent wherever 
there was a need. He happened to be on the West 
Chiltington route when some very bad snowy weather 
set in. Gena had been to Worthing on the bus and was 
making her way home but the driver was reluctant to 
attempt the West Chiltington part of his run. Jim per-
suaded him to do it and even paid Gena’s fare. They 
married in 1957. 
 
Jim had been  a Japanese prisoner of war. He had tried 
to escape and was caught by their booby-traps and 

blown up. This left him in such a weakened state that 
he never recovered properly. Subsequently he had 
pernicious anaemia and often had blood transfusions.  
When he died in 1992 the autopsy showed it was 
amazing that he had lived so long, but that was en-
tirely due to Gena’s care. 
 
To make ends meet Gena obtained work at the Post 
Office and spent 18 years delivering letters, starting at 
5 a.m. and riding a heavily laden bike in all weathers. 
 
After Jim died Gena did voluntary work at the Day 
Centre for the elderly in Storrington, and at the Kings-
field Club for people in the early stages of dementia, 
giving two days week to both, cooking meals for the 
members.  
 
Gena was asked to serve on Sullington Parish Council 
and it was in this way that she became involved with 
the Museum, being the Sullington representative on 
the Museum Committee, and then becoming involved 
with the Friends of the Museum. She has been on the 
Committee for thirteen years and also stewards regu-
larly. She helps at all the fund-raising functions, has a 
wonderful memory and is a great source of informa-
tion about the area. 
 
Gena and Jim had many shared interests, among them 
bird watching. She would push him for miles in a 
wheelchair for the chance to see something special.  
Gena says that because she had good eyesight, work-
ing in the fields and seeing birds gave real pleasure, 
and going to Pagham, as she does every year, or to the 
RSPB at Pulborough Brooks is still a joy.  
 
Gena has not had an easy life but never grumbles 
about it and has always been ready to help others. 
One thing came up in our talk that annoys her: she 
wishes the names of the roads of her childhood had 
not been altered. ‘Why did they have to be changed?’ 
she asks, but then says, ‘But that’s how it is, isn’t it?’ 
That sums up her outlook on life – make the best of 
what you get as there’s not much you can do about it.   

MEMBERS’ ANNUAL LUNCH 
Thursday 23 January, 2014 
at West Sussex Golf Club 

 
Full details are enclosed. 

We do hope you can join us this year:it is always a 
very happy occasion in pleasant surroundings 

 
Transport can be arranged for anyone who needs it. 
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Editorial Team: David Bussey, John Wharmby, Cliff Wilks 
Published by Storrington and District Museum Society 

Website:- www.storringtonmuseum.org 

Printed by Horsham District Council at cost as part of their support of S.& D. M. 

A Christmas song book from Storrington Motors (now the petrol station and Tesco shop) 
 in 1961, and a foretaste of next year’s exhibition, ‘Transport—a moving story’ 

 

Seasonal greetings to all our members for Christmas 2013 and the New Year 


