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A Tale 01 Two Sisters and the Red lion, Ashington
(A supposition gleaned from census entries and the free website freebmd.co.uk)

A shington Common straddled the boundary between
the main parts of Ashington and Washington. In

1816 the Common was enclosed and, as part ofthe tidy-
ing up process, local roads were straightened (the old
London Road which now runs through Ashington was a
creation of this process), bypassed and generally altered.
Advantage was taken of this new road, and many houses
and businesses like the Swan Inn were built fronting the
road, creating a new centre for the community away from
the traditional centre around the church. Despite this
growth, this part of the community belonged to Washing-
ton as far as the powers that be were concerned, a situa-
tion that did not change until the twentieth century.

The Red Lion already existed. It had at least one
earlier incarnation in a low brick building behind the sur-
viving three-storey structure, which itself dates from be-
fore the Common was enclosed. Despite the fact that it did
not front the new road, it competed for business with the
Swan as a posting house (where carriages exchanged or
hired horses to take them on the next stage of a journey)
on the London to Worthing Road. It was also of sufficient
standard to be used for local public meetings.

At West Grinstead on 28 August 1816 Jane Rook
was baptised, a daughter for William and Sarah Rook.
Two years later her sister, Mary Ann, was baptised on 17
November. The records used for this story do not reveal
Jane and Mary Ann's early years but by 1841 Jane was
Jane Chart, living and probably working, although the
census schedule is unclear, at Norman or Church Farm in
Ashington. Jane may even have been widowed by that
date. However, by 1851 at the age of 34 she is noted as a
widow working as a live-in servant of the elderly Eleanor
Rohde and her household in Croydon.

Mary Ann probably married in the late 1830s/
early 1840s, as by 1851 she appears married to Charles
Sheppard or Shepperd, a 41-year-old wheelwright born
at Walberton, with a 7-year-old daughter, Ellen, a 4-year-
old son, Charles, and 2-year-old Emma. The family are
included on the Washington schedules and the children
are noted as being born at Washington, but the placing on
the schedule is such that they could already be based at
the Red Lion. Also in the household is Charles Sheppard's
father-in-law, William Rook, who according to the census
is a native of Hampshire (who said our forefathers stayed
still?) and is rather grandly described as an annuitant. Wil-
liam Rook appears to have died in 1854, and one could
speculate whether his annuity died with him or helped
with the purchase of the Red Lion. However, Mary Ann
does not seem to have long outlived her father, dying in
1855.



By the spring of 1861, if not at her sister's death
six years before, Jane was installed with the family at the
Red Lion where Charles Sheppard was now noted as
wheelwright and innkeeper. Jane was housekeeper in a
household that not only included l7-year-old Ellen, al-
ready working as a barmaid, 14-year-old Charles and 12-
year-old Emma, but also two lodgers (Henry and Eliza-
beth Floate) and a servant wheelwright, the appropriately
named John Wheeler.

It appears that Jane married Charles in 1868 - she
is certainly shown on the 1871 census as his wife: one
wonders whether they went to Brighton in order to marry
as the prohibition of 1662 in the Book of Common Prayer
prevented brothers/sisters-in-law from marrying. (This
prohibition was not lifted until 1907.) In 1871 Charles is
described as a publican. (Had the business downsized or
had the local intake of beer made 'publican' his primary
business or was the local enumerator registering his own
comments on the business?) With Jane and Charles are
22-year-old Emma and 5-year-old Ada Etheridge,
Charles' granddaughter (and Jane's great niece), who was
born in Brighton. Ada is Ellen's daughter.

At 21 Ellen appears to have married George
Etheridge, who possibly died in 1867 aged 28. Certainly
an Ellen Etheridge entered into marriage with a Wood in
1869, and in the 1871 census a William Wood, a 58-
year-old carpenter employing five men, is married to a
26-year-old Ellen Wood and has a 4-month-old daughter,
Ellen. The Wood family are stated as living in King
Street in Washington, but as the property is listed near
Speer Hill this is more likely to be Ashington. Baby
Ellen's birth was registered in the Thakeham district in
the December quarter of 1870. Ellen was widowed again
in 1871 when William died aged 58, and in 1874 she
married William Frederick Judge only to be widowed
yet again in 1877 when William Judge died aged 28. In
the March quarter of the same year baby Mary Lara had
been born.

It had been a tragic few years for the family:
Charles Sheppard senior had also died in 1875 aged 66.
He did not live to see his youngest daughter Emma marry
at the age of29 in 1878; her husband was Albert Cripps,
and the birth of their daughter, Edith Emma, was regis-
tered in the same quarter as their marriage. Charles had
however seen his son Charles marry, as by 1871 he is
enumerated as married to Susan and living· at Adur Inn,
New Road, New Shoreham, as a butcher and BH (beer
house/boarding house?) keeper. One would have sup-
posed that Charles would have been his father's natural
successor, but for whatever reason this did not occur, and
in the 1881 census Charles is shown living as a grocer's
assistant at Warblington, Hampshire, with Susan and their
five children. The children's places of birth show how the
family had moved around in the previous ten years.

Back at the Red Lion, Jane is shown as head of
the household In 1~~1 and carryIng on the busIness ot Inn-
keeper. Lodging with her were Ellen Judge, widow, and
her daughters Ada Etheridge (a pupil/teacher), Ellen
Wood and Mary Judge. Also lodging with her were 31-
year-old Albert Cripps (born Shipley, a butcher), 32-year-
old Emma (his wife) and their daughter, 2-year-old Edith.

The 1891 census gives another sight of the family.
Jane was now 76, and the Red Lion had become the Red
Lion Hotel. Jane was still in charge and is described as an
innkeeper and wheelwright. Ellen Judge was still residing
with her as were Ellen Wood, who at 20 years of age is
noted as a confectioner's assistant (which conjures a
slightly exotic image for a country village which relied on
shallow wells for its water supply and still had not ob-
tained mains drainage by the early 1960s), and 14-year-
old Mary L. Judge. Also at the Red Lion but forming a
separate household were the Cripps family: Albert (41),
Emma (42), daughters Edith (12) and Gertrude (9), and
their 5-year-old son Sydney. Across the road, at the Swan
Inn, was a boarder: 46-year-old unmarried Harry Cripps,
also born in Shipley and a butcher. .. Were they related?
Were they in business together? These records do not re-
veal.

Charles and his family were back in Sussex at 103
Clifton Road, Broadwater. Charles had changed occupa-
tion again and was now a coachman/groom. Three more
children had been added to the household-Archibald
(8), born in Guildford, Frederick (5), born in Woking and
2-year-old Frank born in Burgess Hill-but the daughters
were no longer living at home (maybe they preferred to be
paid to do housework or child mind ... ).

The final glimpse of the family (at least until the
1911 census is released) is in 1901. Jane was now 86. No
address is given but she is described as a licensed victu-
aller. Living with her-maybe managing for her-was Al-
bert Crupps [sic] (an invalid), his wife Emma, and daugh-
ters Gertrude (19), who acted as barmaid, and Hilda (8).
For the first time in a census their birth places are de-
scribed as Ashington, not Washington. Charles and Susan
were back in Hampshire at South Hay1ing where Charles
was a coachman. Only the two youngest boys still resided
with their parents. Ellen Judge had moved in with her
daughter Ellen, now married to William Powell, a cycle
maker living in Henfield.

Jane died in 1902 at the age of 88 years; she had
survived her younger sister by 47 years and outlived two
husbands. Regrettably, these records do not tell what else
she achieved.

(A copy of this article with a full set of notes has been
placed on the Storrington Museum website.)



More Hanging - Less Crime?
Some evidence from Sussex's past

Older readers may recall popular slogans, usually
based upon little thought or evidence and often

encouraged by unscrupulous press lords. Two were
'Bring back the cat' and 'Buy British'. The 'cat' re-
ferred to 'cat-o-nine-tails', a beating that would dis-
courage younger men in particular from criminal activi-
ties. The patriotic nature of buying home-produced
goods ignored the fact that Britain was the country
most dependent on vital food and raw materials and
therefore needed to buy them where they were cheap-
est.

Today, many people still feel that the death
penalty discouraged murder; it was a deterrent and
therefore should not have been abolished. The belief
can be argued both ways; it is well known that most
murders are committed by people known to their vic-
tims and often living together. The over-riding argu-
ment against the death penalty is that, for all their ex-
pertise and for all the circumstantial evidence, police-
men, juries and judges sometimes get it wrong. Of all
the most famous cases, that of Timothy Evans will al-
ways be quoted-a young man who died for the crime
of another. Evans was hanged, not because he killed his
own son, but because he was illiterate and a liar. More
recently there was the poor man who spent some
twenty miserable years in prison for the murder of a
child. Only later did medical evidence show that he
could not have done it, for reasons not available at the
time of his conviction. One can easily image his treat-
ment by fellow prisoners.

Our recent articles covering William Albery's
'Millennium of Facts in the History of Horsham' show
that keeping law and order in the town and in the rest of
the county was extremely difficult, and, with no police
force until1829 (and much later in some parts of Brit-
ain), there was every likelihood that the crime would go
unpunished, especially if it was a gang involved. Sus-
sex, of course, with its long, scantily populated coast,
and its convenience for smuggling from France, was
popular with ordinary folk, and there was little chance
of being arrested by Revenue officers and soldiers who
assisted them. The antics of these smugglers are often
treated lightly today-giving them the kind of romantic
quality usually reserved for Robin Hood and his Merry
Men. Their skill lay in their local knowledge, an asset
that the Revenue men did not have. Moreover, apart
from the bribes on offer to 'keep quiet', there would
have been the ever-present fear of the wrath of their
neighbours. Many deaths were recorded, not only of

soldiers and government officials, but also of members of
the feuding gangs-maybe like our drugs 'turfwars'.

Some of the hiding places for the contraband await-
ing delivery were ingenious. A parson could not take service
at one church because the pews were chock-a-block with
kegs of brandy, and even some tombs in Horsham church-
yard were utilised. Hawkins Pond, in St Leonards forest, is
believed to be named after the leader of the Hawkins gang.
Smuggling as a more profitable occupation began to decline
with the Napoleonic Wars, when R.N. ships in the Channel
were able to intercept anything sailing from France. The
death blow came from a reduction of customs dues to the
extent that smuggling became unprofitable. But some of the
gangs turned to other forms of crime. Most notable of these
was the Hawkhurst gang, who terrorised much of Sussex
and Kent. They operated 'protection rackets' and were re-
sponsible formany murders. Their leader, one Arthur Gray,
operated from a mansion, and his underlings made little pre-
tence to being anything other than criminals. An example of
the terror generated by these monsters was their punishment
of an informer. After torturing him they buried him alive, a
fate also suffered by a customs officer. A thirteen-year-old
boy, accused of stealing a parcel of tea, was whipped and
kicked until he died. The Hawkhurst gang finally met their
end when an outraged group of Sussex men assisted the au-
thorities into leading them into a trap. Found guilty, the
gang members were hanged as a group in the biggest execu-
tion ever.

On Highdown Hill, near Worthing, is the tomb of
John Oliver, who insisted on being buried upside down. It
was believed that his mill, easily seen from the sea, was
used to send messages to contraband ships in the Channel.
Oliver was highly respected as a good citizen and left much
of his wealth and possessions to what has come to be Wor-
thing. It is believed that it was from his mill that a grind-
stone rolled down the hill and smashed a building in what in
now known as Roundstone.

Into the twentieth century there were over 200 of-
fences that could carry the death penalty, including a law
under which Robert Johnson was so sentenced for stealing
two pence from a tin. Age and sex of the accused made little
difference to the punishment administered, neither for sev-
enteen-year-old Edith Lavendar, guilty of infanticide, nor
for George Wren, seventeen, wrongly blamed for firing a
rick during the agricultural riots. But juries, mostly com-
posed of humble but respectable citizens, often said 'Not
guilty' for a petty crime that could carry the death penalty.
Judges and magistrates too were likely to commute the sen-
tence to a 'lesser' punishment-such as transportation to



Botany Bay! But there was no reprieve for either Ann
Cruttenden, eighty years old and the last woman to be
burnt at the stake for murdering her husband, or John
Weekes of Fittleworth, who was pressed to death for re-
fusing to answer the charge.

There were the usual stupid, wicked and vicious
acts, which, in any society and at any time, make life less
bearable for the majority of citizens. The luckless Jack
Upperton of Burpham who stole a few coins from a post~
man but had therefore undermined the monarchy by seiz-
ing the king's shillings; not only that, but he did it on the
highway. He was executed at Horsham in 1791 and his
body hung on a gibbet at Burpham for many years (see
Times Past, no. 23). Then there was Horsham's last
hanging-John Lawrence, whose criminal career began
when, in Brighton, he stole a roll of carpet in full view of
any chance passer-by. He was so angered at being
charged that, at the police station, he hit Inspector Solo-
mons with a poker, from which the latter died. His exe-
cution attracted a crowd of 3,000, not a record, but more
than half the population in 1844.

Would things have been different (better?
worse?) with or without the death penalty? Until histori-
cally recent times we could fmd some reasons why the
poor of Britain and other European societies might steal
and murder to improve their survival chances. Tom Paine's
question, 'Why do they only hang poor people?' was asked
in times of the enclosures and workhouses and very genu-
ine deprivation. The most obvious answer would be like
that, allegedly, made by Al Capone to the question, 'Why
do you rob banks?', to which he replied, 'That's where the
money is!' The rich did not need to steal; in addition, they
were in the unassailable position, before the electoral re-
forms of the nineteenth century, of being able to enact laws
that would keep power and wealth to themselves.

It may well be that it is the human capacity for
self-delusion that makes criminals; the belief that only
other people are caught, just as only other people have ac~
cidents or die prematurely from inhaling tobacco or, de-
spite all warnings, take to drugs. So, just as it used to be
said that the poor will always be with us, so we can say of
criminals, capital punishment or not.

Curator's Corner
We continue to develop the museum and have now

acquired another two small rooms to be used for
storage of archives and display material. We have been
awarded a grant from Chanctonbury County Local Com-
mittee Community, for 'furniture' for these rooms, for
which we are greatly thankful. The museum is acquiring
a reputation as The Flower Fairy Museum and to aug-
ment this we are shortly· going to have a dedicated
Flower Fairy cabinet with further exhibits.
In co-operation with Storrington library, in the near fu-
ture we hope to have a display stand within the library,

publicising the current exhibition, hopefully increasing the
publicity and local interest.

For the April and May exhibition we hope to put
on a display reflecting the history of West Chiltington
Dramatic Society, which celebrates its Diamond Anniver-
sary in 2009.

To improve the interface with the general public
we are producing a new brochure to reflect the museum
growth - all due to your support, for which the committee
thanks you.
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A TALE OF TWO SISTERS
AND THE RED LION, ASHINGTON.

(A supposition gleaned from census entries and a free website)

Ashington Common straddled the boundary between the main parts of Ashington and
Washington. In 1816, the Common was enclosed and, as part of the general tidying up process, local
roads were straightened (the old London Road which now runs through Ashington was a creation of

LU
this process) by passed and generally altered. Advantage was taken of this new road and many
houses and businesses like the Swan Inn were built fronting the road, creating a new centre for the
community away from the traditional centre around the church. Despite this growth, this part of the
community belonged to Washington so far as the powers that be were concerned, a situation that did
not change until 20th Centuary.

The Red Lion however already existed. It had had at least one incarnation in a low brick
building behind the existing three storey building and even that had existed before the Common was
enclosed. Despite the fact that it did not front the new road, it competed for business with the Swan
as a posting house (where carriages exchanged or hired horses to take them on the next stage of a

ill
journey) on the London to Worthing Road It was also of sufficient standard to be used for local
public meetings.

ill
At West Grinstead on 28th August 1816 Jane Rook was baptised, a daughter for William and

[4}

Sarah Rook. Two years later, her sister, Mary Ann, was baptised on 17th November The records
ill

used for this story do not reveal Jane and Mary Ann's early years but by 1841 Jane is Jane Chart
living and probably working, although the census schedule is unclear, at Norman or Church farm in

[QJ

Ashington. Jane may even have been widowed by that date. However, by 1851 at the age of34
she is noted as a widow and is working as a live in servant of the elderly Eleanor Rohde and her
household in Croydon.

I1J
Mary Ann probably married in the late 1830s/early 1840s as by 1851 she appears married

to Charles Sheppard (sic) a 41 year old wheelwright born at Walberton, with a 7 year old daughter,
W

Ellen , a 4 year old son, Charles and 2 year old Emma. The family are included on the
Washington schedules and the children are noted as being born at Washington but the placing on the
schedule is such that they could already be based at the Red Lion. Also in the household is Charles
Sheppard's father in law, William Rook, who according to the census is a native of Hampshire (who
said our forefathers stayed still?) and is rather grandly described as an annuitant. William Rook

(21

appears to have died in 1854 and one could speculate whether his annuity died with him or helped
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with the purchase of the Red Lion. However, Mary Ann does not seem to have long outlived
{lQl

her father, dying in 1855
LW

By the spring of 1861 if not earlier at her sister's death, Jane is installed with the family at
the Red Lion where Charles Shepperd is now noted as being a wheelwright and innkeeper. Jane is
acting as housekeeper in a household that not only includes 17 year old Ellen, who is already
working as a barmaid, 14 year old Charles and 12 year old Emma but also includes two lodgers
(Henry and Elizabeth Floate) and a servant wheelwright the appropriately named John Wheeler.

fill

as his wife (one wonders whether they went to Brighton in order to marry as the prohibition of
1662 in the Book of Common Prayer prevented brother/sisters in law from marrying. This
prohibition was not lifted until 1907) In 1871 Charlesis now described as a publican (had the
business "downsized" or had the local intake of beer made "publican" the primary business or was
the local enumerator registering his own comments on the business?) With Jane and Charles are 22
year old Emma and 5 year old Ada Etheridge, Charles' granddaughter (and Jane's great niece) who
was born in Brighton. Ada is Ellen's daughter.

Ellen appears at 21 to have married George Etheridge
[ill

28. Certainly, an Ellen Etheridge entered into marriage with a Wood in 1869
U1l

, who may have died in 1867 aged
ll§l

and in the 1871

census a William Wood, a 58 year old carpenter employing 5 men, is married to a 26 year old
Ellen Wood and has a 4 month old daughter, Ellen. The Wood family are stated as living in King
Street in Washington but as the property is listed near Speer Hill this is more likely to be Ashington.

[ill

Baby Ellen's birth was registered in the Thakeham district in the December quarter of 1870 Ellen
Wll

was widowed again in 1871 when William died aged 58
[20]

Frederick Judge only to be widowed yet again in 1877
rm

the March quarter of the same year, baby Mary Lara had been born.
It had been a tragic few years for the family: Charles Shepperd senior had also died in 1875
WI

aged 66

and in 1874 she married William
rm

when William Judge died aged 28. In

rz~J
Charles had not lived to see his youngest daughter Emma marry at the age of29 in 1878 ,

her husband was Albert Cripps and their daughter, Edith Emma's birth was registered in the same
[25] [26]

quarter as their marriage. Charles had however seen his son Charles marry as by 1871 he is
enumerated as married to Susan and living at Adur Inn, New Road, New Shoreham as a butcher and
BH (beer house/boarding house?) keeper. One would have supposed that Charles would have been

[27]

his father's natural successor but for whatever reason this did not occur and in the 1881 census
Charles is shown as living at Warblington, Hampshire with Susan and their 5 children as a grocer's



assistant. The children's places of birth show how the family had moved around in the past
[28]

[29]

Back at the Red Lion, Jane is shown as head of the household in 1881 and carrying on the
business of innkeeper. Lodging with her is Ellen Judge, widow, and her daughters Ada Etheridge (a
pupil! teacher) Ellen Wood and Mary Judge. Also lodging with her is 31 year old Albert Cripps
(born Shipley, a butcher) 32 year old Emma (his wife) and daughter 2 year old Edith

[30]

The 1891 census gives another sight of the family. Jane is now 76 and the Red Lion is
now called the Red Lion Hotel. Jane is still in charge and is described as an innkeeper and
wheelwright. Ellen Judge is still residing with her as are Ellen Wood who at 20 years of age is noted
as a confectioner's assistant (which conjures a slightly exotic image for a country village which
relied on shallow wells for its water supply and still had not obtained mains drainage by the early

rm
1960s ) and 14 year old Mary L Judge. Also at the Red Lion but forming a separate household is
the Cripps family: Albert (41) Emma (42) daughters Edith (12) and 9 year old Gertrude and their 5
year old son Sydney. Across the road, at the Swan Inn, is a boarder: 46 year old unmarried Harry
Cripps also born in Shipley and a butcher. .. Were they related? Were they in business together?
These records do not reveal.

UZl
Charles and his family are back in Sussex at 103 Clifton Road, Broadwater. Charles has

changed occupation again and is now a coachman/groom. Three more children have been added to
the household (Archibald (8) born in Guildford, Frederick (5) born in Woking and 2 year old
Frank born in Burgess Hill) but the daughters are no longer living at home (maybe they preferred to
be paid to do housework or child mind ... ).

[ill

The fmal glimpse ofthe family (at least until the 1911 census is released) is in 1901. Jane
is now 86. No address is given but she is described as a licensed victualler. Living with her - maybe
managing for her - is Albert Crupps (sic) ( an invalid) his wife Emma, and daughters Gertrude(19)
who acts as barmaid and Hilda (8) For the first time in a census their birth places are described as

[34]

Ashington, not Washington. Charles and Susan are back in Hampshire at South Hayling where
[35]

Charles is a coachman. Only the two youngest boys still reside with their parents. Ellen Judge has
moved in with her daughter Ellen who is now married to William Powell, a cycle maker living in
Henfield.

[36]

Jane died in 1902 at the age of 88 years; she had survived her younger sister by 47 years
and outlived two husbands. Regrettably, these records do not tell what else she achieved.

ill
British history online: Victoria County History vol 6.

[21

ibid
o

International genealogical Index (IGI)
I4l

ibid
ill

1841 census H010711096/9
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1851 census H01071l601
ill

1851 census HOI0711650
W

Ellen's birth is noted on freebmd.org.uk in the March quarter of 1844 at Thakeham (7,504) The birth and death ofa
Mary Ann Shepperd at Thakeham in 1839 (7/415 & 7/311 respectively) and Esther (born and died in Sept quarter 1842-
Thakeham 7/433 and 7/303- suggests that maybe she was already married by 1839
I2l

ibid 1854 March quarter Thakeham 2b 183
ll9l

ibid: 1855 March Quarter, Thakeham 2b 209. She may have died in child birth as the birth of a Caroline Shepperd is
noted in the same quarter.un

1861 census RG9/613
rrn

freebmd - 1868 March quarter, Brighton 2b 288.
ill!

1871 census RGlO/ll 05
Il4J.

freebmd - 1865 March quarter, Brighton 2b 282.
illl

ibid 1867 March quarter, Horsham 2b 205
ll§l

ibid 1869 Dec quarter Brighton 2b 354
ll1l

1871 census RGlOIlI05
illl

freebmd - Dec quarter 1870, Thakeham 2b 297
U2l

ibid - Sept quarter 1871 Thakeham 2b 203
mil

ibid - Sept quarter 1874 Brighton 2b 317
£lli

ibid - Sept quarter 1877 Thakeham 2b 187
W.l

ibid - March quarter 1877 Brighton 2b 252
1m

ibid - Sept quarter 1875 Thakeham 2b 189
IW

ibid - Sept quarter 1878 Brighton 2b 384
~

ibid- Sept quarter 1878 Thakeham 2b 350
I22l

1871 census RlOIl089~TI
1881 census RG1111138

~
Jane (9) born at Shoreham, Nellie (7) born at Brighton as was Charles aged 5. Ernest (3) was born at Emsworth and

Albert (1) at Brighton.
rm

1881 census RGllll114
UQl

1891 census RGl2/834
[lli

Victoria County History: op cit
WI

1891 census RGl2/837
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1901 census RG13/956

QAl
ibid RG13/976

WI
ibid RG13/947

00
freebmd 1902 Dec quarter, Thakeham 2b 212


