
Meg has now stepped down from the Manage-
ment Committee of the Museum Society due 
to domestic pressures, where she feels that 
she must put all her effort in the next year or 
so. As probably most of you know, her son has 
not been well for many years, and recently he 
underwent an extensive operation which bor-
dered on the limits of medical knowledge. 
 
The effort that Meg has put into the operation 
of the Museum has been intensive from the 
very early days up to the last few years where 
she has been Chair of the Society, guiding its 
development and its progression to its aim of 
Accreditation. Besides being involved in all as-
pects of the normal running of the Museum 
she has taken on the activities of publicity, 
education and entertainment in the form of 
the enactment of Queen Elizabeth I, through-
out the district. 
 
During the last few years the Museum has 
been transformed from a ‘hobby’ to a profes-
sionally operated one – in no small effort due 

to Meg’s over-riding guidance. She dearly 
wanted to see the Museum reach its next ‘end 
–point’ , but the energy required at home be-
came too great and hence she reluctantly had 
to leave the Museum to its developing pro-
gress. 
 
She will be missed, but we wish her and her 

son all the best in the months ahead. 
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and Fittleworth branches of NADFAS 
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If you should happen to be in the neighbour-
hood of Storrington Church on a certain couple 
of mornings each month you may have noticed 
a small army of people armed with pencils and 
notebooks and tape measures, cameras and 
binoculars, and some with mountainous piles 
of reference books, entering the Church, and 
you may have wondered what on earth they 
were about. We are the Church Recorders, a 
group of conservation volunteers of the Na-



tional Association of Decorative and Fine Arts 
Societies (NADFAS). In fact we are members of 
a team led by Chris and Heather Cotton of 
Storrington DFAS, joined by a few members of 
West Sussex DFAS. 
 
 Church Recorders under the auspices of NAD-
FAS have been recording since 1969 and have 
so far recorded some 1500 churches up and 
down the country. When I was first asked to 
join this group, I was a little dubious about 
whether I should find it sufficiently interesting 
to give up two mornings a month and whether 
I should be any good at it. In the event I have                                                                                                  
found it superbly interesting, well worth the 
time expended, and though my computer 
skills are pretty minimal, I feel I have made an 
adequate contribution. 
 
We are divided up into groups of two or three 
people each, who take on responsibility for 
writing a record of the contents of the church 
in a particular area, say Woodwork, or Metal-
work, Tiles or Memorials – there are about 
fifteen categories. This format has been laid 
down by NADFAS, advised by Church archi-
tects and historians. The result is that there is 
a common pattern to all the recordings which 
should make it easier for future researchers to 
follow. 

 
The group that I joined is studying memorials. 
We describe each memorial in detail, who it 
commemorates, what it is made of, who de-
signed it, what it says and the details of any 
sculpture, perhaps a mourning wife, a military 
triumph or a classical scene. All the things we 
describe we measure carefully, and we try 
very hard to find the signature or name of the 
designer – some of these are most discreetly 
hidden, hence the binoculars, and enlarged 
digital images. This has given us the opportu-
nity to dig a little into the history of those 
commemorated, and it is really fascinating 
what varied and interesting lives some of 
these Storrington residents had. We have 
been greatly assisted in this research by Flor-
ence Greenfield’s Notes and those of R. L. 
Hayward, and by the books about Storrington 
by Joan Ham. The Rector, Malcolm Acheson, 
has helped us with all sorts of information, 
and so too have members of the church. 
 
The earliest memorial is that of The Reverend 
Henry Wilsha (or Wilshaw), who is commemo-
rated by a brass. He was Rector of Storrington 
1551-92, a period which spans the reigns of 
Edward VI, Mary Tudor and Elizabeth I, so he 
would have had to have some of the talents of 
the Vicar of Bray! He was a Fellow of Queen’s 
College, Cambridge, and endowed a Fellow-
ship at Peterhouse College, Cambridge, where 
there is a picture of him. 
 
The Reverend William Bradford, Rector of 
Storrington 1811–57, went, soon after his or-
dination, as a chaplain to the Peninsular War, 
and subsequently published his drawings and 
water colours of that campaign. Later he 
served ten years as Chaplain to the British Em-
bassy in Vienna, the hub of the Hapsburg Em-
pire. His younger brother, Sir Henry Hollis 
Bradford, is commemorated above the South 
Porch. He died in France of wounds received 
at the Battle of Waterloo. 
 
There is a window to the memory of Major 
Edmund Musgrave Barttelot, who was mur-
dered by an African porter in 1888, during the 
expedition to rescue Emin Pasa. A sad tale, 
graphically brought to life in a book by Olivia 
Manning. 
 
(Concluded on p.4) 
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The waves crash onto the shore. A dolphin-like 
creature leaps and dives looking for food. We 
have travelled back 120 million years to the time 
of the dinosaurs and we are standing (or rather 
swimming) where the Sandgate Estate now 
stands. The dolphin-like creature is a marine rep-
tile called an Ichthyosaur. The fossilised remains 
of this creature were found by chance in more 
modern times, during sand extraction, but we 
have only one written reference to it, with few 
details, and the actual evidence (fossilised back 
bones or vertebrae) are proving hard to track 
down. Like so much of our distant past, the pic-
ture is blurry. 
 
Travelling forwards 119½ million years to the Old 
Stone Age (the Palaeolithic), our picture of the 
past is still out of focus. Starting ½ million years 
ago, the Palaeolithic lasts a whopping 490,000 
years, during which time early humans evolved 
into modern humans, Britain was still physically 
connected to continental Europe and the climate 
saw huge fluctuations from inhospitable ice to 
warmer interglacial periods. Evidence of life in 
Britain as a whole in the Palaeolithic is sparse and 
fragmentary. Human remains are hardly ever 
found from this period, a result partly of the low 
population levels, the harsh geological conditions, 
and the practically non-existent burial practices of 
our early ancestors. What we find in more abun-
dance are the stone tools used by them. These 
are almost always out of context, quite often on 
the surface of the ground or in river gravels. In 
Storrington, two hand axes dating from the Lower 
Palaeolithic were found on the surface of the 
ground at Kithurst Hill, and other slightly later 
flint implements (from the Middle Palaeolithic) 
were recovered from the terrace gravels of the 
Rivers Arun and Rother. These stone tools show 
that early humans lived in our area (modern hu-
mans or Homo sapiens did not appear in Britain 
until about 40,000 BC).  
 
Moving forward towards the present, we find the 
Mid-Stone Age (or Mesolithic), where we can 
piece together a slightly clearer image of the past. 
10,000 years ago the people were hunter-
gatherers and moved around in small groups 
hunting, fishing and gathering wild foods. They 
made little impact on the land, and 

(continued overleaf) 
our main evidence is still from the stone tools 
that (seem to) survive in most burial conditions, 
although we know that they also made use of 
animal skins, bones, antler, wood and basketry. 
From our area flint tools have been found includ-
ing the small thin blades (microliths) typical of 
this period. The Museum has some of these mi-
croliths collected from Storrington Down by 
Robert Garraway Rice in the early 20th century. 
He found them on the surface of the ground, 
where they had arrived as a result of wind and 
water erosion and burrowing animals. These mi-
croliths would have been part of larger tools, 
such as spears or arrows, some of which may 
have been fitted with several microliths forming 
barbs. The wooden hafts and resin glue used to 
make these tools have long since decomposed.  
 
At Rock Common in Washington, a Mesolithic site 
has been excavated revealing over 50,000 pieces 
of worked flint. It is thought that the re-tooling 
and repairing of hunting equipment took place 
here around a series of hearths. The people who 
lived here were just like us, they had the same 
brain capacity, thought processes and emotions, 
and is it easy to picture them sitting around the 
fires chatting as they knapped the flint. 
 
In the New Stone Age (or Neolithic), when people 

Back to the Future in Storrington 
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started to lead a more settled lifestyle based on farming, 
we see more materials appearing in the archaeological 
record, such as pottery, although flint was still an impor-
tant material, particularly since forest clearance had be-
gun on a larger scale. During this period flint mines were 
dug at Blackpatch Hill, Church Hill, Harrow Hill, Cissbury 
Ring and Highdown Hill. These mines have been exca-
vated to reveal hundreds of vertical shafts and horizontal 
tunnels, and the remains of flint mining equipment includ-
ing antler pickaxes and bone shovels (made out of the 
shoulder blades of larger animals). The Museum holds 
some fragments of polished stone axes (made by flaking 
the flint and then polishing it until smooth), although it is 
thought that these were used as status symbols or as ob-
jects to trade rather than as working tools. 
 
In the Storrington area we can see glimpses of our distant 
past, although the evidence is sparse and often fragmen-
tary, but by putting this evidence alongside information 
from other places, and other disciplines, we can begin to 
flesh out the bones of our earliest residents.  
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In our Next Issue 

 
 

 

Philip Beaumont on the Weald, what hap-
pened to it and why. 
 
 
 
Roger Simpson on the accomplished  
local poet, Arthur Francis Bell, his family 
and friends. 
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Fund-raising Officer Required 

 
If there is a member who considers that they could 
help us in our fund-raising activities ( which we dearly 
require!) would they please get in touch with John 
Wharmby. 

 
Church Recording continued 
 
Many more names that are still familiar in Storrington 
today fill the Book of Remembrance, and the Roll of Hon-
our. The Roll of Honour in the Church is comparatively 
new; the original one is kept in the Museum. Dating from 
the First World War, there is a fine memorial to Captain 
Francis Mond who was killed flying a small aeroplane 
over France in 1918, a member of the very newly formed 
R.A.F. The sculptor was George Rayner Hoff, ARCA, a 
young man at the time. He later moved to Australia and 
became famous as the sculptor of the ANZAC Memorial in 
Hyde Park, Sydney. 
 
Of course it is not all tales of history and heroes, there are 
more ordinary things to record too, like the notice 
boards, the lights and the radiators. But altogether it 
should represent an accurate list of the contents and be-
longings of Storrington Church in 2010. which we hope 
will be sturdy enough to be there for reference in 100 or 
200 years’ time. We have been working on this for nearly 
two years now, and many of the groups have finished 
their records. We then take it in turns to check another 
group’s work. We hope it may be finished within the next 
year. 


