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Preserving Yesterday for Tomorrow 

The Unveiling of the Storrington First World War Roll of Honour 

Times Past 

One day In 2011 Jeremy Knight of Horsham Museum 
arrived with a challenge. In 1917 a triptych forming 
the Storrington Roll of Honour, commemorating men 
lost in the Great War, hung on the wall of the market 
room in the High Street. After being lost for many 
years it had been found again, and it was Jeremy’s in-
spiration to hand it over to our then Vice Chair, 
Shaaron Collet, on permanent loan to Storrington Mu-
seum. The watercolour by a local artist, Paul Hardy, 
was in a very fragile condition, and the delicate opera-
tion to stabilise the work was carried out by local art 
restorer Jessica Jacob, who generously carried out this 
work at a fraction of the actual cost and at a price we 
were able to afford. It was important at this time to 
have copies that could be handled, and Ian 
MacWhirter provided impressive mounted photo-
graphs. 
 
The restored main panel was unveiled in February 
2013 by Lady Emma Barnard and now hangs in the 
Museum. 
 
From then on events gathered pace: one of the side 
panels was discovered and restored in the same way, 
and in 2014 the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded a 
grant to fund research into the names listed on the 
two panels. 
 
Throughout 2014 a phenomenal amount of work has 
been done by the research team*, led by Stuart Dun-
can, including detective work to recreate the third 
panel (which has not yet come to light and which we 
have had to accept may never be found). Local artist 

It’s been quite a journey!    

 
Above right: Unveiling of the replica Roll of Honour,  
11 November 2014 
Below right: View of the Museum Exhibition 
Photographs by Art Hutchins © Art’s Eye Photographic 
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Dennis Lascelles painted the watercolour for this panel 
as a gift to the Museum. 
 
Frames for the three panels were made by Cliff Wilks. 
Working in English Oak, he kept as close as possible to 
the style of the original frames as shown in contempo-
rary photographs. Chanctonbury Lions generously 
helped to support the cost of this work.   
 
On 11 November 2014 Dr Norman Boyland, a Deputy 
Lieutenant of West Sussex, with members of the Royal 
British Legion, Storrington and Sullington Parish Coun-
cil and many other members of the local community in 
attendance, unveiled a replica of the Roll of Honour in 
Storrington High Street where it hung nearly 100 years 
ago. After the unveiling traffic in the High Street 
stopped, and two minutes’ silence was observed. 
 
During the following weekend, November 15—16, 
there were around 150 visitors to the Museum to see 
an exhibition showing the results of a whole year of 
intensive research by Stuart Duncan’s team. The 
imagination and expertise shown in the creation of the 
displays was impressive: the ‘field hospital’ was atmos-
pheric and attracted much attention, as did Andrew 
Byford, who was tireless in answering questions about 
his World War One uniform and equipment. It was 
almost certainly the most ambitious and successful 
exhibition ever seen at the Museum.  
 
* Lorraine Dale, Martin Dale, Eric Gill, Gillian Graham, 
Art Hutchins, Rosemary Mountjoy, Sue Setford, Cindy 
Waters, Julia Westgate, Kate Wise. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Museum Constitution 

One of our aims at the Museum over the past year has 
been gradually to bring our administrative paperwork 
up to date. To this end the Constitution has been rear-
ranged so that it is set out more logically and is more 
accessible. 
 
No rules have been changed but the wording has been 
brought up to date. 
 
This amended version will be put to the AGM in March 
2015. In the meantime in the New Year copies will be 
available in the Museum and it will also be available on 
our website. 

Times Past  
 

Sadly this is the last issue of Times Past to be co-edited 
by David Bussey. 
 
David was a valued Committee Member when he lived 
in Storrington and I’m told his was a calm and objective 
voice at meetings. 
 
He was greatly missed on the Committee when he 
moved to Norwich, but he was kind enough to con-
tinue to edit Times Past long distance, but after five 
years he is moving on to something new. 
 
When I became a co-editor David’s expertise and guid-
ance were invaluable. Any copy sent to him was dealt 
with straightaway, and his comments were always co-
gent, and any suggestions always improved the mate-
rial. He put up with my amateur efforts with great pa-
tience and the resulting newsletter was always im-
mensely improved by his input. 
 
Thank you, David, for all you have done for the Mu-
seum, for Times Past, and for your co-editors. I know 
everyone in the Museum Society, particularly those 
who knew you when you lived in Storrington, will join 
me in thanking you and sending you our very best 
wishes for the future. 

Cliff Wilks 
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The 5th Pro-Am Art Show and Sale 
was held on the first weekend of 
November this year. The grand title 
reflects the fact that although the 
majority of the exhibits are entered 
by members of the various ama-
teur art groups in Storrington there 
are several professional artists who 
take part each year, and their 
works add a special dimension to 
the display. 
 
There is a great spirit of camarade-
rie when artists start to arrive on 
Friday afternoon to set up the dis-
plays of their work, and what looks 
quite chaotic at four o’clock on Fri-
day afternoon by 7 p.m. has be-
come a brilliant display. The quality 
never fails to surprise, and the 
wide variety of subjects is impres-
sive: from an enormous wonderful 
painting of a pelican to a two-inch 
square depiction of a small owl; 
from a stunning painting of 
Bosham, over one metre across, to 
delicate watercolour landscapes. 
Flowers, birds, dogs, seascapes, 
nudes, abstracts—the range was 
impressive. 

The artists always tell us how much 
they appreciate the opportunity to 
display their work and meet fellow 
artists, and from the Museum’s 
point of view it was a great suc-
cess: we had around 170 visitors 
and raised nearly £500—invaluable 
funds to help pay the cost of main-
taining the Museum. So we thank  

all the artists who took part. We 
are greatly indebted to them for 
their enthusiastic and generous co-
operation. Many of them said ‘See 
you next year’ as they were leaving 
at the end of two very tiring days, 
and we hope we do and that the 
6th Pro-Am Art Show is as success-
ful as this year. 

The 5th Pro-Am Art Sale and Exhibition 

Three members of the Priory Art Group  
Picture courtesy West Sussex County Times 

The Dress Show and Afternoon Tea 
that we held in co-operation with 
Louisa Austin in March this year 
was such a success that when we 
decided to repeat it with the au-
tumn collection there was a good 
demand for tickets before they 
were even printed. We have Sue 
Waldron of Louisa Austin to thank 
for this. Not only did she manage 
to sell the entire stock of tickets 
well in advance of the event, but 
she had a waiting list too.  
  
Sue took on complete responsibil-
ity for the Dress Show and pro-

duced a catalogue describing every 
model for each guest. Transporting 
the right clothes and accessories in 
the right order to the Old School 
must have been quite a task, espe-
cially as there was only a gap of 
about two hours to achieve this. 
There was no evidence of all the 
hard work going on back-stage as 
the models—Mags, Linda, Ingrid 
and Margaret—drifted around the 
tables in a series of lovely outfits. 
 
So, all the Museum had to do was 
provide the tea, and we pulled out 
all the stops to make sure that eve-

ryone found the food as enjoyable 
as the fashion parade. 
 
All the proceeds from the tickets 
and raffle go towards Museum 
funds—Sue very generously in-
sisted on this, so we are doubly 
grateful to her: for her hard work 
in putting together such a lovely 
dress show and for her generosity 
to the Museum. 

 

Autumn Dress Show 
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Soccer and Sawdust 
John Crowhurst’s sporting exploits in 1940s Storrington 

The recreation ground was the centre of our social life 
as teenagers, at least in daylight. Before we were fif-
teen (1949) there were friends on holiday from other 
schools (Secondary Modern and Technical) as well as 
the Grammar School, and we could often muster 
enough for a useful game of soccer. We missed those 
friends when they left school and started work, but 
those practices were inspiration for the formation of 
the Storrington Boys’ Football Club. Godfrey Farn-

worth (the Curate) led the project and spirited up a 
grant from somewhere. Then several of us went round 
to ‘tap’ the grown-ups in the village who might re-
member their own playing days, and very quickly we 
were in business, equipped with twelve blue shirts and 
a football. I think the Curate must also have been our 
contact with neighbouring villages to set up the Chanc-
tonbury District League, which consisted of Pulbor-
ough, Amberley and Storrington. We did once play 
Billingshurst in a non-league game on Boxing Day, but 
otherwise Storrington played Pulborough, home and 
away, followed by Amberley, home and away, and 
then Pulborough, away and home, and so on again, 
completing the cycle at least twice in the season. 
 
Those games were the most important things in our 
winter sporting life for that first season, so that we 
were devastated at the thought of a cancellation. To-
wards the end of the Christmas holiday we had many 
inches of rain in two or three days and the water was 
lying in small lakes on the pitch. We just had to soak it 
up if there were to be any chance of playing at the end 
of the week. The obvious answer was sawdust, we 

The Saw Mill in Thakeham Road, photographed 
in 1970 before demolition 

 John Crowhurst came to Storrington as a six-
year-old with his parents in 1940, having had 
almost a year apart from them as an evacuee 
from London. He was in the church choir, in the 
cubs and scouts, and played soccer and cricket 
for the village. He went to the Old School, Steyn-
ing Grammar and then Oxford University. He left 
the village when he married in 1960. 
 
John has written a very detailed memoir of his years in 
Storrington – primarily for his children and grandchil-
dren – but he has given us a copy for our archives, and 
we printed an extract from it in the last issue of Times 
Past. So here is another extract on the subject of 
sports. 
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knew that from cricket: a wet ball and wet footholds 
are always dried with sawdust. 
 
There was also a good supply of sawdust at Bourne’s 
sawmills on the Thakeham Road, about a mile from 
the Recreation Ground. It’s now a mystery to me 
where we found sacks for the job, but off we went to 
Bourne’s on our bikes to collect the drying agent. The 
bikes were vital to the process, as a sack full of saw-
dust, even quite dry, is heavy for a lad in his mid teens. 
The sack could only be transported the necessary mile 
if it could be balanced on the saddle and crossbar, and 
the bike wheeled back to the sodden pitch. 
 
We lost some on the way, but once there we distrib-
uted this coarse yellow flour in the goal mouth, on the 
penalty spot, on the centre spot, here, there, every-
where, until there was more yellow than green to be 
seen on the pitch. 
 
In those days the football pitch at Storrington went 
across the cricket square, a decision forced on the 
Cricket Club by lack of space on the ground, and I think 
it was justified by the Parish Council on the basis that 
it was good for the square to be aerated by football 
studs during the winter. Sadly we did not play that 
game of soccer, even after all that effort: it snowed, or 
froze, or simply rained again on the morning of the 
match, but I swear that traces of sawdust surfaced on 
the cricket pitch during wet weather for several years 
after. In my embellished mental picture it was quite on 
a scale which made it unnecessary for anyone to run 
out with a bag on rainy summer days to patch the 
bowler’s footmarks. We just scooped it up from an-
other part of the field! 
 
One season with the Chanctonbury League exposed its 
limitations and reinforced our ambition to an extent 
which had us begging the Worthing and District Minor 
League to be allowed to join. This was a totally differ-
ent class, as we were to discover in the first match, 
against Shoreham Boys’ Club on Buckingham Park. 
Luckily for me my father had intervened by arranging 
for me to play an end-of-season game of cricket for 
the Second Eleven of Steyning Cricket Club on that 
third Saturday in September. This was not my idea of a 
big step forward in my playing career, but at that time 
he rated Steyning cricket higher than Storrington, and 
his influence there was high. This was the result of 
evening sessions in The Chequers at Steyning, on his 
way home from his last job in Henfield. Before that 
Saturday I was really depressed at having to play 
cricket rather than soccer, but when I heard their 

score, 0—24, I realised how considerate and far-
sighted Dad had been in arranging such an opportunity 
for me, even if I didn’t bat or bowl in the match! With 
a football score like that, there was no question of 
having a conscience about letting my friends down 
because I hadn’t played, and I looked forward to a 
more gentle introduction against Tarring Boys’ Club, or 
anyone else who might not be so greedy about the 
way they won matches.  

Members’ Annual Lunch 2015 

Enclosed are details of the Members’ Lunch which will 
take place on Thursday 22 January 2015 at the West 
Sussex Golf Club. 
 
This is an opportunity for members to get together 
and spend enjoyable time together with good food in 
pleasant surroundings. 
 
2014 has been a particularly busy and successful year, 
culminating in the unveiling of the World War One Roll 
of Honour in the High Street. The lunch party is an op-
portunity for us enjoy ourselves with like-minded col-
leagues before we start all over again with new exhibi-
tions and events for the coming year. 
 
This is the one event in the year when we can all relax 
and leave the work to someone else, so do please join 
us!  

 

 

Exhibitions for 2015 

The Museum will re-open on Saturday 10 January 
2015 after the Christmas and New Year break with an 
exhibition researching street names in the area—this 
should give plenty of scope for research into how 
some unusual and interesting names came about. 
 
Three more temporary exhibitions will be put on dur-
ing the year:  one will celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of Spierbridge School, one will focus on Tools and 
Trades, and finally the subject will be Shoes ,which 
opens up all sorts of possibilities. 
 
If any member has a particular interest or something 
to contribute on any of these subjects, please do con-
tact our Curators who will be delighted to hear what 
you have to say. 

Museum Notices 



 

6 

Here in Storrington, we stand among more than four 
millennia of history. Less than three miles to the south 
of us runs the South Downs Way, one of the earliest 
continuous-use track-ways in Europe, dating back to 
Neolithic times. A mile and a half to the north of the 
village there passes a small Roman road that took sol-
diers, merchants and travellers from east toward the 
large villa at Wiggonholt, where the remains of a bath-
house were discovered, and which stood on the site 
for more than 200 years, before being abandoned in 
the wake of Saxon predations sometime in the middle 
of the fifth century. Passing through Pulborough is the 
great Roman highway of Stane Street, which was com-
pleted around AD 90 and which linked the growing 
new town of Noviomagus Regnensium (Chichester) to 
the rapidly expanding river port of Londinium. In the 
streams that run through our villages—the Stor and 
the Chilt among others—one can see the telltale red 
sediment, hinting at the presence of iron, so valued by 
the Romans and worked all over Sussex from Hastings 
to Horsham. 
 
At Coldwaltham lies the site of a Roman Post Station, 
where the Couriers of the Imperial Post could rest, 
change horses and perhaps enjoy a mug of wine be-
fore moving on. These Stations were situated at 30-
mile intervals, and there are many more beneath the 
fields of Sussex. 

But the Wiggonholt Villa has to be one of the major 
sites in our area, covering some 100 acres and estab-
lished sometime in the early second century as a small 
farmstead. Like many such villas it would have been 
enlarged in the prosperous early fourth century, and it 
was near here that one of the most exciting finds was 
made in 1943, when workmen dredging one of the 
tributaries of the nearby River Arun discovered a large 
leaden vessel. The presence around its rim of the Chi-
Rho, the sacred monogram of Jesus Christ, hints 
strongly at a sacred function. The vessel may date 
from as early as AD 300, before the legalisation of the 
Christian Faith by Emperor Constantine in 312. It is 
proof positive of a Christian population in our area 
more than 17 centuries ago. For many decades coins, 

rings, pottery fragments and other treasures have 
been unearthed near this site, but this vessel would 
shed light on an early Christian presence in our region 
more than 300 years before St Wilfrid would arrive to 
evangelise the people of Sussex in 682. 
 
By AD 47 the Romans had secured most of southern 
Britain and had embarked upon their road-building 
programme.  

In response to threats to the empire Rome decided to 
withdraw her four legions from Britain, leaving the 
Province defenceless. It wasn’t long before Angle, 
Saxon and Jutish pirates saw their chance. In Britain 
meanwhile, control had fallen, in the absence of the 
legions, into the hands of petty Celtic tribal leaders, 
among whom was Vortigern, whose name means 
‘Great Tyrant’. Following time-honoured Roman mili-
tary custom, Vortigern imported three boatloads of 
Jutish mercenaries to help him defend and expand his 
holdings in the southeast. But when he reneged on his 
promise to pay them in gold, offering them instead a 
rather unappealing piece of land on the Kentish coast, 
the Jutes went on an orgy of raiding – deciding to sim-
ply take what they should have been given. In 455 
they crushed a British force sent against them at 
Aylesford, and ultimately did for their erstwhile em-
ployer Vortigern as well. All in all the fifth century was 
a time of terror and turmoil all across Europe, and no-
where was it more painful than right here. 

Just a few miles to the south of us, alongside the A24 
is the great rising mound of Cissbury Ring. Covering 
sixty acres this great place was one of many mighty hill 
forts that dotted the landscape in pre-Roman Celtic 
times. And recent studies have shown that it was re-
fortified in the fifth century against marauding Saxon 
raiders. The re-fortifying of such a huge area, with the 
required re-excavating of the deep ditches and the 
constructing of its palisaded walls would have required 
not only a large number of men, but also a leader ca-
pable of forging a committed workforce and leading 
their efforts. Some historians believe that this man 
was none other than Ambrosius Aurelianus, the ‘Last 
to wear the Purple’ in Britain—i.e. a late Roman, or 
Romano-British administrator or Governor, and possi-

The Romans in South-East Britain 
A talk by Mark Perry-Nash 

Christian Traces 

This is an edited version of Mark Perry-Nash’s 
talk given to the Storrington Museum Society on 
6 October  

Terror, turmoil and tyranny 

The original King Arthur? 
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bly the man upon whom the legends of King Arthur 
were based. 

This mythical British hero has been placed as far apart 
as Wales, Cornwall, Scotland and even France! Yet in 
the years in which he or whoever he was based upon 
was supposed to be operating, the scene of the fierc-
est fighting between Briton and Saxon was Sussex and 
eastern Hampshire. When the first Saxon chieftain, 
Aelle, landed on the Sussex coast in 477 at a place the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle calls ‘Cymensore’, he was faced 
with three formidable blocks to his progress. To the 
north lay the impenetrable density of the An-
dreadsweald: the mighty forests, the remains of which 
are still with us. To the northeast was the city of Novi-
omagus (Chichester) which had been encompassed 
with 25 foot surrounding walls and other defences in 
the late third century. And to the east lay the great 
Saxon shore fort of Anderitum, better known to us as 
Pevensey, whose Roman walls are impressive to this 
day, more than 17 centuries after they were built in 
the AD 280s.  

For the last quarter of the fifth century Aelle had to 
content himself with holding just the Sussex coastal 
strip between Selsey, which is probably where he 
originally landed, and the Cuckmere Valley, where his 
eastward progress was apparently halted by a British 
force, probably sent out from Anderitum. The Chroni-
cle speaks of a ‘fight’ at a ‘place called Mercredes-
burna’. This obscure name is best translated as ‘the 
river boundary agreed by treaty’ and suggests that 
some sort of truce had previously been agreed be-
tween Aelle’s Saxons and the Roman-Britons still hold-
ing the rest of the region. 
 
In 491, for reasons we may never know, Aelle man-
aged to take Anderitum, and the Chronicle boasts how 
the defenders were all put to the sword, with but a 
few survivors fleeing into the surrounding forests.   
The Kingdom of ‘Suth-Seaxe’ was being created bit by 
bit. 
 
By the 600s, Anglo-Saxon England had replaced Roman 
Britain, but recent DNA experiments have established 
that the overwhelming majority of people in England 
today trace their descent from the Celts. The Anglo-
Saxons were never numerous, and their arrivals—
although sometimes terrifying—were rarely more than 
in the form of isolated raids.   

When St Wilfrid arrived at Bosham in 682,he discov-
ered perhaps to his dismay that he was neither the 
first missionary in the area nor the first would-be 
Saint. At Bosham Wilfrid met an Irish monk, Dicul, pre-
siding over a small Christian community there, and 
many believe that the tiny underground chapel in 
Bosham Church originated as Dicul’s own chapel. In 
terms of sainthood, St Wilfrid was ‘pipped at the post’ 
by a woman, Lewinna. This young martyr may have 
been a Saxon convert killed by her own people for her 
Christian Faith or more likely, given the Celtic nature 
of her name, a member of a residual Celtic-Roman-
British Christian community. She came from the area 
around Alfriston and Jevington in East Sussex, and leg-
end has it that beneath Alfriston Church there are 
fragmentary remains of her relics. Sadly, in 1054 a 
wandering monk from Flanders managed to steal 
Lewinna’s bones from her shrine, spiriting them back 
to his own monastery. They were subsequently scat-
tered during the French Revolution. Sussex’s first saint 
continues to be remembered however. At the Russian 
Orthodox Community in Robertsbridge her feast day is 
celebrated with a special Mass in July.   

The legacy of Roman rule in Britain would be hard to 
overstate. The Latin language for law courts and the 
Church, Roman law, architecture, literature all contrib-
uted to the building of Britain. Equally important was 
the very idea of ‘Empire’, which would enthral the 
British of later centuries as they set out to conquer 
and eventually rule over one fifth of the Earth’s sur-
face. 
 
Here in Storrington we are literally surrounded by this 
heritage. Storrington’s own Parish Church sits on a 
mound that was probably a sacred site in pre-Christian 
times. The Church had long followed the practice of 
‘Baptising’ pagan sacred sites into Christian use. The 
very Feast of Christmas had, of course, begun as the 
Roman festival of Saturnalia in the third century. 
 
So as we stroll through our village and along our paths 
and byways, let’s give some thought to all those 
countless thousands who have been there before us, 
and those who try to preserve this priceless inheri-
tance. 
 
 
 

Briton versus Saxon 

Events at Pevensey 

The first Sussex Saints 

The Legacy of Roman Rule 
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Many of the sporting activities of summer are now 
over, others plough on regardless! With its final exhibi-
tion of the year the Museum focused on the history of 
these activities in the village. The exhibition covered 
cricket, bowling, short mat bowling, stool ball, squash, 
tennis, carpet bowls, golf, football, and even marbles. 
Who would have thought there was so much going on 
in Storrington? 
 
The exhibition reflected the start and early life of 
these various activities, including the beginning of the 
bowling club in 1921, with the local MP, Earl Winton, 
as President for eight years, and Lt Col. Ravenscroft as 
President from 1926 to 1952. (The impression that 
dress was more formal as you go back in time is dis-
proved by photographs which show early club mem-
bers looking as if they had just come in from working 
in the fields.) 

However, cricket was active much earlier – a Grand 
Cricket Match was advertised in July 1800. Football, in 
the shape of ‘Storrington Wednesday’, was in full 
swing in October 1905. The Croquet Gazette had a 
well-established programme in 1914. 
 
All in all it was an interesting and informative exhibi-
tion  

Keeping your Eye on the Ball 

Seasonal Greetings to 

all our members for 

Christmas 2014 and the 

New Year 


