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Thakeham Union Workhouse
by

Joan Ham

The first organised method of relieving poverty came with the Poor Law Acts of 1599 and 1601 and the Act
of Settlement in 1662. This placed responsibility of relief with each parish, administered by unpaid
Overseers of the Poor, who raised money for the purpose from local rates on property and land owners. The
income helped the destitute and apprenticed children to employers.

Other systems followed; the Gilbert Act of 1782 allowed unions of parishes to be formed under Boards of
Guardians to give outdoor relief and maintain workhouses for the aged and infirm. In an early "cost-of-
living"experiment, Speenhamland 1795, used a variable scale of relief related to the price of grain. This
caused problems, as employers could then pay below-subsistence wages, knowing they would be
augmented by relief payments. If there was no parish work available for those on relief, they were seen as
idlers living on the rates. The system also assisted emigration, but this was unpopular as it took potential
labourers out of circulation permanently.
A Royal Commission studied the problem, and decided that the real enemy was not, poverty which was

simply a lack of money
inherent in classes of
people, but pauperism
seen as a character
deficiency - idleness,
drunkenness,
unreliability and
encouragement to breed
supported by relief.
[sounds familiar?].
Paupers must be made
to feel like unwelcome
visitors.
The Act of 1834 phased

out outdoor relief over two
years and instituted
compulsory Poor Law
Unions controlled by Boards
of Guardians, some elected,
some ex-officio. These
appointed the Relieving
Officer and the Workhouse
Master. In 1865 the Union
Rate replaced the old parish
estimates.
In 1871 Guardians were
replaced by a Local
Government Board and by

The Workhouse of today!

1918 the system became part of the Ministry of Health. The Old Age Pension introduced in 1908 alleviated
one area of poverty and gradually other government departments took over various functions - School
Boards, County and Borough Councils, and the new Labour Exchanges of 1909. National Insurance



avoided the alternative of the workhouse by 1911, which became a little irrelevant during the full
employment of WWI, but the following depression of the 20s restored its usefulness.
Storrington had an old poorhouse in Cootham, and there was another at Thakeham. These were valued and
sold up in May 1835 when the Board of Guardians of Thakeham Union met to discuss the running and
staffing of a workhouse. Elderly inhabitants of the old poorhouses were sent to the new Thakeham Union
Workhouse north-east of the village. The premises were inspected on a regular basis by Local Government
Board Inspectors.

Vagrants seeking temporary lodgings were expected to work before leaving, mainly on highway maintenance
or flint-carting. Charles Mant recalled seeing them tramping through the village on their way from the
Westhampnett or Petworth Unions. Small out-relief payments were made to those suffering temporary
problems, there are entries in the books such as "kicked by horse", "wife's illness" "blood poisoning" and "in
decline". Orphaned children were fostered in cottages paid for by Union funds which paid an extra 10s per
quarter for clothes and school fees. When these children left school they were placed with suitable employers
or apprenticed to trade. Local people showed real concern about them; one entry in the books specifies
£4.lOs "to be spent on "new clothing at Greenfields" for two little girls before boarding them out.

In 1911 Storrington's population was 1,186. At the end ofWWI, nine people were on out-relief and eight
were in the Workhouse. Their dietary was three daily meals. Sunday breakfast was 80z bread, Y:z oz
margarine, and 1 pint of tea (men) and the women the same except for 20z less bread. The rest of the week
breakfast was bread and gruel.Dinner was bread, potatoes or vegetables, roast or corned beef, bacon, suet
pudding, pulse soup or meat pudding. Supper was bread and cheese, broth and tea. Those working, began at
sunrise and worked until sunset. Inside work was grinding com or picking oakum. They also raised potatoes,
peas, pigs and hay to supplement Union funds.

Workhouse inmates were a familiar sight in the village in their "uniform", and there were some real
characters among them, well known to locals. The workhouse benefited from charitable donations recorded
in the minute books, cakes, jam, papers from Pulborough Reading Room, outings, teas, entertainments and
visits to the annual Storrington Flower Show. The Guardians often voted extra money to those on out-relief
at Christmas, and the workhouse had the very first wireless in the village - a Marconi 4 valve set paid for by
private subscription in 1925. A telephone was installed by the Guardians when the village was still debating
whether it wanted telephones at all! For £50 the Postmaster General offered to buy the lines, telephones and
poles, take over maintenance, install a private line between the Clerk's office and the Institution with
unlimitedfree calls, and to connect the Institution with the exchange.

Between 1866 and 193036 babies were born in the Thakeham Union Workhouse, the last in 1930. That
person, if still living would now be 75 years old. It was in 1930 that the workhouse finally closed its doors
and the remaining elderly residents went to Easebourne.

In 1864 a proposed railway line would have brushed the site, but that stayed on the drawing board. Today,
the area resounds to the voices and activities of secondary school children; Rydon opened its doors there at
the outbreak of WWII.



Sometime last year I was on duty at the Museum when Ruth Anne Pepall and her husband, Winsor,
entered and enquired after a Wigginholt family called Evans. The Pepalls, from Canada, were in search of
information about Winsor's English grandmother, Harriet Anne Evans, who appears to have been rather
higher up the social ladder than one would have expected, since her father came from a large and probably
poor family in rural Sussex. The Pepalls raised several questions:- "Why did George Evans leave Sussex?"
"How did he manage to buy a hotel in one of London's most fashionable districts?" "Where did he learn
his craft as a butler?" "What happened to the rest of his Wigginholt kin?" Finally .

What brought a family from Oakville, Ontario to West Sussex?
by

Ruth Ann Pepall

In the fall of 2003 I joined a research group to visit London for a concentrated 10 day study tour, because they
offered the help of five experts who could guide us through the myriad of wonderful record facilities there. I
had worked for many years on other branches of our families, but had been brought up short on the family of
my husband's English grandmother, Harriet Anne Evans. 1 had a copy of her wedding invitation that had the
wedding at St. James' Cathedral, Piccadilly, with the reception to follow at the British Hotel. I knew her
parents' names were George Evans and Anne Havard, that they had two other daughters, Louisa and Mary
Catherine, and that he possibly ran or ov.ned a hotel in London, but not its name. (We hoped that it was the
British Hotel because of the reception setting.) The family lore stated that George Evans had three unmarried

daughters getting on in age,
and when a dashing
American, George Lloyd
Winsor, not young himself,
appeared at the hotel
showing his marvellous
silver designs, George
Evans set to engaging him
to one of his girls! Thank
heavens it worked or I
wouldn't have had this
husband!
In London I started at the
Institute of Historical
Research, University of
London with their
collection of old city

directories. Most were double
indexed: names to street
numbers as well as street
numbers to names. Trying
1888, the wedding year, I
immediately had George as the
owner of the British Hotel at
82-83 Jermyn St. directly
behind Fortnum & Mason and a
stone's throw from St. James'
Cathedral! Following the years
backward in the directories I
then found him owning a
"private" (no licence) hotel at
10 Arlington St., just around
the comer from the British
Hotel! But some key directory

years were missing, so I couldn't find out when he started at either hotel.
The P.R.O. (Public Record Office) in Islington brought me some wonderful surprises. I found through
censuses that there were two other children of George and Anne that we did not know about- a son George
Havard born about 1853, and a first child called Anne Helena with a birth about 1845. The censuses give clues
to birth years and place of birth, so I went to the birth indexes and found the proper quarter of the year for four
children and sent away for the exact dates. I also went to Westminster Archives for the church records of
christenings which also gave the date and place of birth -couldn't find one for a Mary Catherine born about
1850. The census revealed George's birthplace as Wiggonholt, W. Sussex, and Anne Havard Evans' place of
birth as Aberayron, Cardiganshire. And I had thought I would find both of them born in Wales!
Now the S.O.G. (Society of Genealogists) had some Sussex Records which gave me several generations in the
family from Wiggonholt, back to Storrington, back to Thakeham, but none for Pulborough!



But I still had a big blank. I knew George and Anne were married by 1846, (three weeks after Anne Helena's
birth!) but I couldn't find them in the 1851 census. My researcher set me a task to go through all the George
Evans in a set small area around Westminster.
There were over 800 to read through on the microfiche! Luckily after about 170, up came George and Anne
as butler and housekeeper to the Bishop of Exeter, the infamous Henry Phillpotts, living very temporarily at
17 Albemarle, a few blocks from Jermyn St. (across the street from Brown's HoteL) On go the lights! Back to
the P.R.O. to look for Mary Catherine Evans born Devonshire. There it was in 1850. Send for the information
to get her birth information. Up came her place of birth as the Bishop's residence of "Bishopthorpe", St.
Marychurch just on the outskirts of Torquay. (The Bishop had annoyed his parishioners by not living in the
existing residence in Exeter. There are some wonderful old engravings from this period that come up if you
Google "Bishopthorpe"). (This fall we found her christening at Exeter Cathedral through the Chichester
Archives.)
We had planned on going to Wales after my research tour was over, my husband joining me in London. Now
we could only go to find Anne's home in Aberayron, and did find the little Independent chapel she and her
brothers were christened in, far up in the hills overlooking the beautiful Cardigan seashore.
This fall we planned to visit a few more family residences where his parents, Harry & Helena Pepall first
lived before moving back to Canada. (I had Googled WHITE OAKS HOUSE, KINGSTON and up came a
picture!) We had a wonderful visit and tea with the present owners.
Then we headed to Folkestone to find out where the Winsors lived from at least 1899 to 1918 and where their
last child Georgiana was born. (It is also where two sisters met and married Canadian servicemen.) Again
two-way directories for the turn of the 1900s turned up "2 Trinity Villas", tucked in between two cross
streets. The home has a different name now, but it was easy to figure out which one it was, thanks to the
street directory. The local history library had wonderful old pictures of St. Margaret's School (no longer
there) where all the Winsor girls were educated. We found year booklets that told us the prizes they won, and
even what piano solos they played. We also had a family photo from 1909 taken in front of the Grand Hotel
on the Leas. The manager even found us the exact spot from which it was taken.
Then we were on to Chichester to try to find more records ofthe family, but we first had to find Wiggonholt,
then Storrington, Thakeham and Pulborough. We went right by Wiggonholt, even though I knew exactly
where it was on the map! On the turnaround we saw the marker and had a lovely visit in the chapel, but
couldn't figure out which of the few houses were where our Evans family lived.

Now we're hoping that someone among your readers will have researched some of the
family names which are in our charts, will know burial places, or could take pictures of some of the family
homes. We would be very interested in finding some names of researchers who might help us. It gets a bit
expensive to do on-site researching in England when we do the conversion of the Canadian dollar to your
pound!

I hope you enjoyed following how this Oakville family wound up roaming through beautiful W. Sussex. We
still can't figure out how a farm boy from Wiggonholt becomes a butler to a bishop, finds enough money to
buy a small hotel in London, and within a few years, buys a substantial hotel!

(On hearing this comment a colleague immediately said "I know. He found some Roman treasure, connected
to the undiscovered villa which must have been near by , associated with the known Roman bath house just
down the way from Wiggonholt" - Ed. )



RoundaboutatVVar
by

Ann Salmon
The wooded area of Roundabout seems an
unlikely place for the war effort but Elsie
Hampshire (nee Manvell) knows differently.
Reginald Wells' building career was coming to
an end as the Second World War began, he was
thinking of demolishing his workshop in Spinney
Lane and moving on to something else; somehow
Eustace and Partners in London heard about this
and arranged that they should set up a factory on
the site for the manufacture of waterproof
ammunition crates. (It is said that Eustace had
been bombed out of their London premises.)
These were substantial boxes, a good six feet
square, made of wood and lined with a tarred
black paper, so that if the ships carrying the
ammunition were sunk the ammunition itself, if
salvaged, would still be serviceable. At least
twenty people were employed in the factory, the
young men were eventually called up and
replaced by others, perhaps those who had failed
a medical for example, and overseen by Mr
Moore, Eustace's manager, who lived at
Thakeham. All sorts of people were employed: a
French woman; the rector of Storrington's
daughter Miss Faithfull; many local girls and
even one girl who suffered from epilepsy and
who might not otherwise have been able to

participate in the war effort. Everyone was given initial
training, except one or two of the men who were already
carpenters and glad of the work as the house building
industry had all but stopped. It is strange to think that these
crates all had hand-made dovetailed joints, and yet were
used simply to transport ammunition. The factory worked
set hours every day with a short break for lunch when the
staff stopped for their sandwiches.

Once a week a van would come from London bringing
the timber and materials, and taking away the finished
crates. The girls were reluctant to discuss what they were
making with others in the village; if the enemy got to
know what they were doing their factory would become a
target for bombers. In spite of this apprehension there was
a happy atmosphere in the factory; people just got on and
did what they had to do with a wonderfully philosophical
alf.

Miss Furlong had bought her cottage in the belief that
Wells' workshop would be demolished and that she would
have a view! Living so near the factory she had the key
and acted as caretaker. The women all wore the typical
1940's overalls, crossed over at the front and tied at the
back, but they had had to supply these themselves. Elsie
still has a mark on her hand where the chisel slipped, and
Bernard Crabb cut his finger badly on one of the
machines, but injuries were not considered important - part
of the war effort. The factory was decommissioned very
quickly at the end of the war. Contrary to what might
have been written elsewhere, this was the only munitions
factory in the village.

Prior to the 1920s or 30s the Roundabout area did not exist at all, it was simply part of the common, known as
Chiltington Common, Roundabout Warren and Hurston Street Warren. In 1924 Capt H E Denys Elliott bought
Roundabout from the Fryern Estate; at that time it comprised what is now known as Roundabout Farm, being
some 50 acres, and an area called The Grove. He bought the land for fruit farming and, having no use for The
Grove, immediately sold that on to Reginald Fairfax Wells.

It was only after The Roundabout Hotel was built, followed by a couple of properties with Roundabout in the
name, that it was decided to rename Roundabout 'Roundabout Farm' to avoid confusion and make life easier
for the General Post Office. The headed notepaper of many of the residents of the Wells cottages used to say
Housename, Roadname, Roundabout, Pulborough with no mention of West Chiltington at all, as if
Roundabout was a completely separate hamlet; in fact Roundabout Farm is not in West Chiltington Parish, but
in Sullington, as were all the properties in the Grove Lane area. In the 1970s occurred the latest in the parish
boundary changes.
The Roundabout area development was conceived by Reginald Fairfax Wells, who was born in 1877. In the
1890s he studied sculpture at the Royal College of Art, South Kensington, and then at Camberwell, selling his
sculpture and bronzes at exhibitions at prominent London venues.



He then moved to Kent where he set up a pottery around 1900 producing slip ware and studio pottery, and
about 1909 he moved to Chelsea. In 1925 he came to Hampers Lane in Storrington where he built at beast 4
houses; he lived in one called The Spinney (now called The Barton Spinney) at the bottom of Hampers Lane -
this is the house that is shown in The House Desirable by P A Barron and in the magazine article in Town and
Country Homes published in 1927. In 1930 he moved to Roundabout, and in 1943 he made his final move to
East Preston where he built a few more houses, along with others at Angmering and some in Kent. He died on
19 June 1951 at The Spires, Angmering Lane, East Preston, aged 74, leaving his fIrst wife, two sons and a
daughter, and his second wife, Resea; his obituary was published in The Times.

His idea was to build rural retreats for the retired and the artistes of London; he would have had connections
with the artistic set being an early follower of the Arts and Crafts Movement and a Studio Potter (one who
designs and creates individual pieces rather than having a production line). He tried to create houses that
looked as if they had grown out of the land many years before, and to this end he used green timber, and
seconds, or even thirds, quality bricks that were irregular, to produce a warped and weathered look. His
trademarks were predominantly thatched roofs over eyebrow windows, many tiny windows, an ornamental
dentil course of brickwork between the floors, and in many cases the brickwork covered with a whitewashed
slurry known locally as Sussex Dinging. Many houses had a loggia, often with storage space beneath, and all
had large gardens. His factory at the end of Spinney Lane made all the standardised doors and window frames
from the wood he cut in the Roundabout area; his bricks and sand ere local.. These sandpits made a wonderful
playground for the local children who remember sand martins nesting in the banks. Wells was also a wood
craftsman and the photographs of the house interiors show his furniture, particularly gate-legged and dining
tables. It is doubtful that he made all the furniture himself, probably having created the shape and design
initially, he left the reproduction work to his carpenters. It is also interesting that many of the original
fIreplaces contained niches of a size suitable for taking one of his pots.

The Nutshell was the smallest of his designs selling for £561; he would produce a basic design and create
variations on it so that no two cottages are exactly the same. There are four or five main other designs
including the Bungalow type, The Butts type, Scammell type and the largest Speakman type which was priced
at £1,350 and had four bedrooms but still only had the 'new L-shaped living room with dining recess'. Most of
the cottages had somewhere to put the car, and, unusual for the period, many of these garages were built in
sympathy with the house. Some even had outbuildings to be used as studios. They only had wells for water,
and cess pits and there was no electricity. A demand was created, and fuelled through advertising articles in
home magazines such as Good Housekeeping, Woman's Life, The A utocar, and The London Magazine;
individual commissions were also taken.

It was a source of constant comment for the older people in the village, and delight to the youngsters when
"there's another Wells house going up in flames!" This will explain why many of the houses are now tiled
rather than thatched. Local boys remember that they used to wear gumboots when walking through the sandy
lanes of West Chiltington Common to see a fire because of the many snakes there were there, and so the area
became known as Snakey Woods. The children were fascinated by the fire engines, as children everywhere
are, without realising the personal tragedies that these thatch fires caused. One of the earlier houses built, was
owned by a brother and a sister. When it caught fire and was quite severely damaged, Mr Wells came back to
rebuild it and the couple asked him to add an extra storey so that the bedrooms were upstairs.

One of the key houses he built is now the Roundabout Hotel. As demand for Wells cottages grew, a hotel to
house the weekend guests of those cottages was needed, and in 1935 a Wells cottage called Cupressus Cottage
became The Roundabout Hotel. Rumour has it that Ronald Coleman, the actor, was interested in buying
Cupressus Cottage, but Reginald Wells would not approve certain alterations to his specifications, so Coleman
did not buy. It was a quaint place of nine bedrooms, with servant bells in the rooms, no en-suite bathrooms,



and with the feel of a large family house rather than of a commercial hotel. The Wells style included an open
garage at the front from which one could drive through an arch to the rear garden, which also contained a
delightful loggia. The building at the front of the hotel, now Woodland Cottage was the old stable block;
although cars were on the scene by this time, horses were still used quite frequently. In 1969 a regular event
was a disco, a fairly new invention then, which was held n the Cellar Bar downstairs. With no drinking-and-
driving restrictions, it attracted people from miles around, and many of the over 40s who visit the hotel today
remember coming to this popular venue in their youth. They had either a live band, or records, and it was
packed. In the Christmas of 1969 it cost a princely £36.15s to stay for three nights, to include bed, breakfast
and dinner.

H.W.
The September/October exhibition "Hidden Gems of
Storrington" puts the spotlight on some of the oldest
properties in the area and shows a little of their
development over the centuries. There are, of course,
plenty more that we have not been able to cover,
either because we have little or no information on
them or because they have yet to be "discovered".
Many properties in the village centre, in particular,
have been "modernised" or "gentrified" so much that
their age is, at least from street level, undetectable.

The greatest change in the face of the village seems
to have taken place in the 1780s when many of the
medieval and Jacobean properties were given new
"Georgian" facades. My own property, "Dawes
Cottage" is one such. This, and the property to the
west, "Georgian Cottage", are shown on a map dated
c. 1784 as being one property and it is clear that,

around that time, the building was split into two units.
"Georgian Cottage" was given a full Georgian
makeover while "Dawes Cottage" [neither name is of
any antiquity] was left more or less unchanged, with
the exception of the insertion of the sash window at
the front and, possibly, the insertion of the floor to
give two storeys at the western end [of this half].
There is evidence that the eastern end always
comprised two storeys. Whether the cellar at the
eastern end was inserted at that time or whether this
pre-dates this is a matter of debate. The dormer
window in this half of the property has been dated to
c. 1660 but I have been told that the original deeds to
the property [which, sadly, I have not seen] date from
the early 1600s and it is possible that the property
itself is older still. Over the years many alterations
have been made to the layout of the property and it is
difficult, without dismantling the fabric, to be
absolutely sure how it has evolved.
There is a lot of scope for research into why the latter
part of the 18thC should have seen such widespread



reordering of the village; it may have been as a result
of an economic revolution taking place in the
country as a whole, or maybe, as a result of serious
investment by local landowners, or, perhaps, the
Industrial Revolution brought new commerce to the
area - Storrington was, of course, a market town
and, as now, the focal point for the many
surrounding villages and hamlets.

As indicated at the start of this article, many other
properties in the village were given a facelift at this
time; The White Horse, which to a casual observer
looks just like most other Market Town Coaching
Inns, does in fact have a medieval core, as does the
building which houses Ham & Knight. How many
more are there? When we started the Museum, in
"Millennium Year" 2000, we set up a property
database, intended to record as many local properties
as possible. This project is well under way, but is
rather "top heavy" with modem sales particulars

Editorial
There is now one society, called Storrington and
District Museum Society, replacing the old Museum
Society and the Friends' committees, to look after all
aspects of the District Museum. The Charitable
status and membership of the British Assiciation of
Friends of Museums relating to the old Friends
organisation will be maintained by the new Society.
At present we are in a transition period, using the old
Friend's banking facilities, but most of the required
committee positions have been filled. These are:-

Chairman: Ron Ham
Vice Chairman: Philip Beaumont
(Contact No. 01903 744388 )
Secretary: Kate Wise
Treasurer: John Wharmby
Programme Secretary: Gina Wilmshurst
Publicity Officer: Joan Ham
Education Officer: Sue Chiswell

Members:
Pauline Archibald, Trish Colebrook, Meg Everitt,
Gena Grenney, Mureen Hughes, Barbara Lansdown,
Martin Mace, Jean MacWhirter, Tony Read, Isabel
Stone, Michael Taylor

relating to considerably "younger" properties. We
would welcome information on the other "hidden
gems", particularly photos and pictures showing them
over a span of years and also details of alterations that
have been made. If you have material you wish to keep
we are more than happy to copy and return the
originals. If you only suspect that your property is
older than it looks we will be happy to advise and, if
necessary, put you in touch with an architectural
historian who could do an expert assessment. A very
"academic" project has been carried out to record
properties in the Rape of Hastings area [the ROHAS
project] - it would be wonderful if a similar recording
could be done in this area. The Museum does not have
the facilities to do this, but maybe, just maybe,
someone out there could take up the baton ... ??

Future Lectures:-
Monday, September 12:- "More from the Sussex
Archives" by Alan Readman
Monday, October 10:- "The Inn Thing" by Cyril
Selby"
Monday, November 14:- "The Fire and the Fury -
Captain Swing, Bonfire Boys and the Skeleton Army"
by Chris Hare.
Monday, December 12:- "Do you speak Sussex?" by
David Tait.

October/ November Exhibition:-
"West Chiltington"

Finally - A reminder that we still need helpers to act
as Stewards at the Museum, once a month. If you
can help please ring 01903 744388.
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