
Children's artwork made a colourful display at 
Storrington and District Museum in December, 
displayed alongside the ‘Yuletide Past and Pre-
sent‘ exhibition. The festive paintings were 
created by local schools and playgroups for our 
Christmas card competition, with the winners 
in each category being turned into cards to be 
sold next year.  
 
First schools in Storrington, Thakeham, Bury 
and Amberley took part along with St Mary's 
School, Washington, as well as Browns Lane, 
Little Bears, Cootham and Thakeham pre-
schools. 
 
Rydon Community College students designed 
tree decorations for the St Mary's Church 
Christmas Tree Festival, and pictures of these 
were also featured in the museum's displays. A 
special weekend of fun, including a visit from 

Father Christmas and a selection of lovely craft 
stalls, was held to launch the Yuletide exhibi-
tion, which ran throughout the month and fea-
tured a  fireplace with traditional stockings and 
decorations. 
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Above:   Father 
Christmas with 
young museum visi-
tors Jacob and Lyle 
Aichroth. 
 
 
Below: ‘Christmas 
Stocking’ by Rachael 
(St Mary’s School, 
Washington) won 
1st prize in the  Key 
Stage 1 Christmas 
card competition. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
As part of the ‘Yuletide Past and Present’ exhi-
bition, the Museum decorated two trees for 
the Christmas tree festival at St Mary’s 
Church, one of which is shown here. Our own 
tree in the Museum was decorated as in Victo-
rian times. 
 
 
 

We wish all our readers 
health and happiness  

in 2011 
 

 



One of our talks this winter (arranged and organised by 
Rene Harwood) was by Tony & Lizzie Gilks of Timespan 
Historical Presentations on medical practices in days of 
yore. 
 
It was a mixed message as the history varied from an indi-
cation of acquired knowledge, applied with thought, to 
practices based purely on myths and superstitions,  any 
effectiveness probably being psychosomatic (the placebo 
effect). The descriptions of blood-curdling operations 
were brought to life by displays of replica instruments, 
which, while raising admiration for the skill and knowl-
edge indicated in their production, one would not have 
liked to have experienced in use. 
 
A Roman birthing tool and very modern-looking surgery 
tools indicated years of applied knowledge, while ana-
tomical models of the diseased part of the body, which 
were then placed before their gods, have been found 
strewn throughout the Roman Empire, indicating popular 
myths and old wives’ tales.  
 
Knowledge and superstition grew side by side through the 
ages, and in the reign of Henry VIII the barber was recog-
nised as the practitioner of surgery with the foundation of 
the Guild of Barber Surgeons and the red and white 
striped pole announcing the ‘surgery’. The red ‘paint’ was 
initially blood as blood was considered to be the source of 
life and blood letting became a cure for everything! How-
ever even here there was reasoning behind the practice 
as people thought that the blood took many days to flow 
round the body and blood letting stimulated the flow to 
enhance the life-giving properties around the body. 
 
The plagues of the middle ages stretched the medics’ 
imagination and the operators who burnt off the skin 
swelling buboes were protected with strange garments, 

which were claustrophobic,  as discovered  by a member 
who was  ‘invited’ to demonstrate. 
 
All in all the talk made one thankful that times were in-
deed past! 

 

Medicine as it used to be 
John Wharmby on an unusual museum talk 

Readers can look forward to two special features in the  
Spring newsletter. 
 
Jane Paton will be telling  the fascinating story of  how 
the Storrington and Fittleworth  branches of NADFAS 
carried out their ‘recording ‘ of St Mary’s Church. 
 
Julia Edge describes her article entitled 
Back to the Future in Storrington: 
 
If we had a time machine just how far back would we 
have to go to glimpse the earliest resident of our area? 
What would they be like? And how would they live? In 
the next issue of Times Past, I will attempt to illuminate 
what we know about the past inhabitants of our area, 
using evidence from archaeological digs, metal detecting 
and from isolated finds discovered by chance. 
Much of the evidence is patchy or incomplete, but even 
without a time machine we will attempt to travel back 
120 million years. 
 

In the next edition of Times Past 



Two loyal supporters of the Museum, 
Anne Rapley and John Winning, have 
sadly died since the last edition of 
Times Past was published. They were 
both stewards from when the Mu-
seum opened until they became too ill 
to carry on. Their funerals were held 
in St Mary’s Church with packed con-
gregations. Receptions were held in 
the Old School and the Museum was 
opened in their memory. 

John Winning (14 February 1929-5 
August 2010) was born near Faring-
don in Oxfordshire. He was a motor 
mechanic and later a warranty admin-
istrator for cars, retiring to Storring-
ton with his wife Elsie to be near their 
daughters. At his funeral, Simon Em-
erson described him as ‘a quiet, 
thoughtful, helpful, Christian gentle-
man’. 
 

Anne Rapley (23 October 1928-10 

September 2010) spent her whole life 

in Storrington. Her father was a senior 

member of staff at Greenfield’s. She 

attended Storrington School (the Old 

School) and then the Senior School 

(now Rydon) when it opened in 1940. 

She began her career with secretarial 

work and in due course became a le-

gal executive. For many years she 

lived with her brother in Hawthorn 

Way and was deeply involved in the 

local community. As Honorary Vice-

President of Storrington Cricket Club, 

she had stories to tell of such luminar-

ies as Arnold Bax and Hugh de Selin-

court. She gave a great deal of time to 

St Mary’s Church, was a Church Coun-

cillor for 53 years and a lay minister of 

communion. Among her many other 

activities she was Joint President of 

Storrington Downs Women’s Institute 

and a trustee of Storrington Ambu-

lance Trust. 

Obituaries 

 

 

In some respects it seems much longer than February when a 

group of volunteers emptied, painted and generally over-

hauled the museum exhibition space; however we have 

worked our way through with displays on „Storrington‟s Lost 

World‟, „100 Years of Guiding‟, „The Golden Trinity‟ (50 

years of Methodism) and „Yuletide Past and Present‟. We 

have run a full programme of walks and talks, including a 

memorable visit to the historic church of St. Mary‟s, Sompt-

ing, with a talk by the church historian. In August we had a 

very interesting and informative visit to Hardham Church, 

which has one of the of the best series of wall paintings in the 

country, with Robin Milner-Gulland giving us a comprehen-

sive explanation of the church and its wall paintings which 

was followed by a visit to Greatham Church.   We also had a 

very revealing “Steyning Scandal Walk” conducted by Dr. 

Janet Pennington. 

 

Our Winter Programme commenced with a very emotive talk 

„Dorothy in the Workhouse, 1905-26‟ when Judith Kinnison 

Bourke, dressed in workhouse style clothes, enacted the ac-

count of a lady who had actually lived in the workhouse at 

Tenterden.   Another talk, „Sawbones, Quacks or Inventive 

Medicine‟, is described on the previous page. 

 

During the year there have been moments of panic, chaos and 

pure madness as a small group of us have battled with mas-

sive task lists and ever shrinking timetables; but what have 

we gained? We have developed a sense of camaraderie, our 

stewards are more involved and enthusiastic and we have 

undertaken a couple of training courses. We have a wonder-

ful catering team who provide those attending the opening 

days with delicious food. We have a new exhibition and col-

lection management team who are committed to communica-

tion and working together. We have also highlighted the im-

portance of collection management and education with ap-

pointments to the committee. We are moving forward slowly 

but surely. We are making efforts to interface  more with our 

community and this will be a major part of our future. 

 

There is still so much to be done and our main objective is to 

understand what the museum has in its store and archives. By 

the time you read this we will have had a number of days 

looking through the collection and started to make decisions 

on the best way of recording data. This process will not only 

involve the stewards in learning about their museum; it will 

help us understand what services we can provide for the 

community and what future exhibitions we can mount. How-

ever we would also like members‟ input: 

 

Have you ideas for future exhibitions, walks and talks? 

Can you contribute time, research, artefacts ? 

Let us know what we can do for you to make your member-

ship more meaningful and enjoyable. 

If any of you know anyone who would be able to help us in 

the role of treasurer and someone as a fundraiser please 

contact John Wharmby. 

A Message from the Vice-Chair, Shaaron Collet 



Village cricket has been a feature of Storring-
ton life since the eighteenth century, and it is 
fitting that one of the most famous novels 
about the sport, The Cricket Match (published 
1924), was written by Hugh de Selincourt 
when captain of the Storrington side to cele-
brate what he must have hoped would be the 
enduring patterns of village life here. He went 
to school at Dulwich College, and one of his 
fellow pupils was P.G.Wodehouse, author 
among many other things of the school story 
The Gold Bat. Did they share their literary in-
terests at school? No one appears to know. 
 
When he died in 1951 at the age of 72, The 
Times reported that de Selincourt was remem-
bered for his ‘delightfully fresh chronicles of 
village cricket’, and it is not surprising to find 
him contributing an essay on the subject, 
based on his experiences in Storrington, to 
The Times’ special edition celebrating 150 
years of the MCC in 1937. For the West Sussex 
Gazette, he was a cricketing writer ‘of charm 
and enthusiasm’, keen and regular in his ap-
pearances for Storrington during the many 
years he lived in the area, and no happier than 
when reminiscing about countless cricketing 
incidents ‘no player on either side is likely to 
forget though they are unrecorded in Wisden’. 

Is this cosy picture of a civilised and genteel 

local sportsman the whole story? Well, proba-
bly not. For a start, Hugh de Selincourt would 
not have survived as literary critic for The Ob-
server without a more hard-edged side to his 
work. He published articles on Pride of Body in 
the Daily Mail in 1914, demonstrating a dedi-
cation to physical health his fellow team mem-
bers in Storrington would have felt was hardly 
cricket. He is even quoted in an advertisement 
for Lieut. J. P. Muller’s rational exercise sys-
tem of 1915 (it looks like rubbing your back 
with a twisted towel) saying, ‘Do it for the 
sake of England, who wants tough, healthy 
men.’ 

And then there was his private life. For a time 
he was at Wantley, a stone house on the way 
to Thakeham once owned by Percy Bysshe 
Shelley’s father. Hugh, his wife Janet (a musi-
cian) and Harold Child, an editorial writer for 
The Times, lived there sharing expenses, and it 
seems they enjoyed a tangled web of relation-
ships to match the Shelleys. One visitor was 
Margaret Sanger, a pioneer advocate of birth 
control and the pill. She had affairs with both 
Hugh and Harold, her other lovers including H. 
G. Wells and Havelock Ellis, author of the 
revolutionary seven-volume Psychology of 
Sex. But perhaps this is all idle muck-raking, 
and we should still think of the de Selincourt 
who died at Sand Pit, Thakeham as a charis-
matic local figure, one of whose novels 
brought to enduring life the patterns of village 
life on that key day between the wars when 
the local side (Tillingfold) won by two runs in 
the final over. 
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Right: A case from the  
exhibition on The 
Golden Trinity, 50 
years of Methodism, 
at the Museum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Famous Residents No. 10 
David Bussey asks some questions 

about Hugh de Selincourt 

 


